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CALFED Water Quality Actions

~ Priority Actions

Action 1: Control the timing of agricultural drainage discharge to coincide with
periods when dilution flow is sufficient to achieve CALFED water quality target
concentrations. (Agricultural Drainage)

Action 11: Implement additional agricultural source contfNi.~if0r water quality
parameters of concern found in agricultural surface and :~gub,surface drainage.
Implementation may include incentives and/or enforcement 0f existingi~:egulations.
(Agricultural Drainage)

:,::::,;’:..: ’@.’~. ¯

Action 13: Provide incentives to fallow or retire land thai is a major source of water
quality parameters of concern. Landowner participation, should be voluntary and by
compensated purchase or lease payment. (Agricultural Drainage!

Action 19. Reduce urban and industrial water quality parameters of concern loadings
to the Delta and its tributaries through provision of incentives for additional source
control of urban and industrial runoff. An example of an incentives might be to provide
rebates on construction permit fees when erosion control measures have been applied.
(Urban and Industrial Runoff)

Action 20.~ Reduce urban and industrial wa..t~r ~quality parameters of concern loadings
to the Delta and its tribut~.e~ ~.throughbetter planning of new developments to reduce
urban and industria! runoff.Examples of better planning might include design of storm
drainage systems ~that target maximum infiltration of stormwater into the ground or on-
site or regional .st0~water sedimentation facilities that detain the majority of
stormwater for at least 18 hours. (Urban and Industrial Runoff)

Action 21: Promote and ~ support efforts of local watershed programs that improve
water quality parameters of concern within the Delta and Delta tributary watersheds.
Efforts may include coordination, incentives, and/or other assistance. (Watershed
Coordination) ~ ¯

Action22A: Reduce metal loadings (e.g. cadmium, copper, mercury and zinc) to the
Delta and its tributaries by implementation of moderate on-site mine drainage
remediation measures developed in site-specific studies at inactive mine sites. (Mine
Drainage)
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Action 22B: Reduce metal loadings (e.g. mercury) to the Delta and its tributaries by
implementation of moderate on-site mine drainage remediation measures developed
in site-specific studies at abandoned mine sites. (Mine Drainage)

Action 23: Control discharges of domestic wastes from boats within the Delta and
Delta tributaries by more extensive enforcement of existing regulations. (Wastewater
and Industrial Discharges)

Action 31: Identify and implement actions to address potenti~ii, i:~iqity to water and
sediment within the Delta and its tributaries by conducting toxi~:,testing and toxicity
identification evaluations and/or other appropriate methods. C!~dinate,these efforts
with other programs. (Watershed Coordination)

Action 32A: Provide incentives for pesticide users to increase implementation of best
management practices (BMPs) including integrated pest management (IPM) to reduce
pesticide loads and concentrations to the Delta and its,tributaries from urban &
industrial runoff. (Urban and Industrial Runoff):,.

Action 32B: Implement additional agricultural, source control for water quality
parameters of concern found in agriculturai surface and sub-surface drainage.
Implementation may include provision of incentives for pesticide users to increase
implementation of best manggement practices (BMPs) including integrated pest
management (IPM) to reduce ,pesticide loads and concentrations from agricultural
drainage. (Agricultural D~.ainage)

Other Actions     : ’ " "

Action 2: ReduCe the concentration of water quality parameters of concern entering
the Delta andits tributaries during low flow periods by acquiring dilution water
(50,000 to100,000 ~�i-~2feet) from willing sellers. Action is primarily targeted at the
San Joaquin River. (DiIutibil)

Action 3: Reduce the concentration of water quality parameters of concern entering
th~.~:Delta and its; tributaries during low flow periods by acquiring dilution water
(50,000.to !00;000 acre-feet). Water would be acquired by providing incentives for
more efficient water management of dams, including reservoir re-operation. Action
is primarily target primarily at the San Joaquin River. (Dilution)

Action 4: Reduce the concentration of water quality parameters of concern entering
the Delta and its, tributaries during low flow periods by acquiring dilution water
(50,000 to 100,000 acre-feet) through urban water conservation. Action is primary

-2-

C--036964
(3-036964



targeted at the San Joaquin River. Conservation might be achieved through use of
incentives for implementation of best management practices by more suppliers and
water users. Implementation of the action may reduce demand for existing water and
may make dilution water available (including transfers), especially on the San Joaquin
River. (Dilution)

Action 5: Reduce the concentration of water quality parameters of conq:~rn entering
the Delta and its tributaries during low flow periods by ac~giring d~gtion water
(50,000 to 100,000 acre-feet) through greater use of reclaimed:Wastewater. ........ Action is
primarily targeted at the San Joaquin River. Reclamation~:~}S)~:fs could include:
recharge groundwater, use for agricultural irrigation, recycling.~ffliireating for potable
or non-potable urban, use of grey water, and storage for use.~iffmeetihg ~ .stand~ds.
Reclamation programs would focus on facilities that .currently disch~..:~eated
wastewater to salt sinks or other degraded bodies of water that are riot:reusable.
(Dilution)

Action 6: Reduce the concentration of water quality parameters of concern entering
the Delta and its tributaries by treating agricultural drainage:and releasing it during
periods of low flow for dilution purposes. (Dilution)

Action 7: Reduce the concentration of water quality parameters of concern entering the
Delta and its tributaries during low flow periods by acquiring additional dilution water
through enhanced seasonal recharge and development of additional groundwater
supplies. Water would be Used for d~t!~9.n,,:especially on the San Joaquin River.
(Dilution):: ,.,,~       ,-: ",<~

Action 8::~prove water ci~tilation in the Delta by development of improvements at
the head of Old River to block .fish movement into Old River and by management of
water flow ~nd stage down Old ~River. (Agricultural Drainage)

Action9: Reduce thevulnerability of Delta water quality to salinity intrusion through
implementation of the Delta Long-Term Protection Plan (including levees
0 & M). (Watershed Coordination)

Action 10: Combined with Action 11. (Agricultural Drainage)

Action 12: Improve source irrigation water quality in sub-surface drainage source
areas. All things being equal, higher quality irrigation water will result in better quality
drainage. (Agricultural Drainage)
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Action 14: Reduce the loadings of water quality parameters of concem entering the
Delta and San Joaquin tributaries by concentrating and disposing of agricultural sub-
surface drainage in evaporation ponds in the San Joaquin Valley. (Agricultural
Drainage)

Action 15: Reduce the loadings of water quality parameters of concern entering the
Delta and its tributaries by treating agricultural surface drainage and/or Delta
agricultural sub-surface drainage in constructed wetlands. (Agricultural Drainage)

Action 16: Reduce the loadings of water quality parameters.,:irf.i~fi~ern entering the
Delta and San Joaquin tributaries by treating a significant p~h.of San Joaquin
agricultural sub-surface drainage by reverse osmosis or other means2 (Agricultural
Drainage) ’ ~,:.!’I~::~ ’ ~: :~" ’;~ "

Action 17: Reduce urban and industrial water quality Par~eters of concern loadings
to the Delta and its tributaries by detention and strategic rElease,of 20 to 30 percent of
urban runoff water. Action would involve retrofitting existing urban and industrial
areas with detention basins at the outlets of drainage basins’ Contributing largest
loadings of parameters of concern. (U~ban and Industrial Runoff)

Action 18: Reduce urban and industrial water quality parameters of concern loadings
to the Delta and its tributaries through" enforcement of existing source control
regulations for urban and industrial runoff. (Urban and Industrial Runoff)

Action 24: Reduce waterquNity par~eters of concern loadings to the Delta and its
tributaries by treating a porti0nof upstream municipal wastewater effluent in wetlands.
(Wastewater and Industri~iDiseharges)

Action 25" Reduce point source ~water quality parameters of concern loadings to the
Delta and its tributaries: through cost effective control of industrial and municipal
wastewater discharges. Methods may include encouragement of pollutant credit
trading. (Wastewater and Industrial Discharges)

Action 26: Reduce the formation of disinfection by-products, and their concentration
in the domesticwater supply, resulting from the use of chlorine in water treatment
plants. ~Conversion of facilities from chlorine to ozone would serve to reduce the
formation of disinfection by-products. (Water Treatment)
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Action 27: Reduce point source water parameters of concern loadings to the Delta and
its tributaries through control of industrial and municipal wastewater discharges.
Methods may include incentives for reclamation and reuse. (Wastewater and Industrial
Discharges)

Action 28A: Improve treated drinking water quality parameters of concern by
providing incentives for the addition of enhanced coagulation, ozone, granular
activated carbon filtration and/or membrane filtration facilities to the water systems
treating water from the Delta. (Water Treatment)          ~ .~ ~.~ ,...:

Action 28B: Improve source water quality parameters of condern:~t ~0mestic water
supply intakes, as identified in the geographic scope, by reducing ;Delta Istand
discharges that are high in Toe or other compounds that impact sourc~’~a~r:~qu~iity,
or by relocating water supply intakes to areas that are not influenced by those
discharges. (Water Treatment)

Action 29: Improve water quality parameters of concern within the Delta and its
tributaries by restoring or improving riparian habitat. (Watershed Coordination)

Action 30: Combined into Action 29.’ (Watershed Coordination)

-5-
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REDUCTION IN PARAMETER OF CONCERN LOADINGS
DUE TO MINE DRAINAGE

(Actions 22A, 22B)

Goal

The goal of these actions is to maintain or improve water quality in the Sacramento~San Joaquin
Delta (Delta) so that all beneficial uses are protected (e. g. municipal, industrial and agricultural
water supply, recreation, fish and wildlife).

Objective ....

The objective of these actions is to reduce the loading and/or ~6ncentratiOn. of Water :quality
parameters of concern attributable to mine drainage within the-sacramento River andSan Joaquin
River Basins, Delta and Suisun Marsh.

Geographic Scope ~, ........ "

[Work in Progress]

The geographic scope is defined as all of the following:

¯ areas within the Delta
¯ areas outside of the Delta in which biological resources that use the Delta are impacted
¯ areas outside of the Delta that are significant source areas for parameters of concern in the Delta

Thus, the Sacramento Riverab0iie Red BluffDiversion Dam would be in-scope with respect to the
impact of metals concentratidii~;antt anadromous fish, but out of scope with respect to impacts on
organisms~unrelated to DeltaN~logical resources. Also, Salt Slough is in-scope as a significant
source of salt and ii’~ice element loading to.the Delta.

The majority of mine drainag~p~’oblems are either directly or indirectly associated with the mining
of gold,: The Central Valley:Regional Water Quality Control Board (CVRWQCB) presently
manages 94 inactive minesunder Waste Discharge Requirement (WDR) and NPDES permitting
programs. Sampling during the period of 1987 through 1992 indicates that 80 percent of cadmium,
72 percent of zinc and 73 percent of copper in the Sacramento River comes from past gold mining
activities.

Acidmine drainage (AMD) can be generated by active or inactive mines. During the oxidation of
pyrite sulfide ores sulfuric acid is formed. This acid dissolves and releases metals in the surrounding
rock. The largest concentrations of metals released include copper, zinc and cadmium.

MNDRAIN.WPD
12/6/96
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The greatest concentration of gold mines can be found around Shasta Lake, with Iron Mountain Mine
complex being considered the largest AMD pollutant source in the Central Valley. Other mines can
be found in the western slope foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountains. The most notable mines are
the Penn, Walker, Cherokee and Newton Mines.

Figure locates some of the larger mines mine regions in the Central Valley.

Mercury has been used historically to refine gold from gold bearing ore. The mercury binds with
the gold to form an amalgam. The compound is then heated in the presen~0f nitric acid to separate
the mercury from the gold. Much of the waste mercury was lost or mishandled during the refining
process. The majority of the California mercury mines were located"~fi: ~western side of the
Central Valley and the majority of the gold mines were located on the ga~t~N:!side of the Central
Valley. This required the mining and transport of large volumes of me~ ~0ss:.~h~.y:alley.: ..It is
estimated that 70 million tons of mercury were transported this way during the Gold Rush:Eta:, The
CVRWQCB currently monitors six inactive mercury mines2 The most ndi~abl~-!:~e the
Corona, Manzanita, New Idria and Mt. Diablo Mines. Effects 0~past mercury mining and gold
refining operations are being studied on Cache Creek and the Consumnes River.

Parameters of Concern Attributable to Mine Drainage

¯ Copper
¯ Cadmium ¯
¯ Zinc
¯ Mercury

Estimated Parameter of Concern Loadings Due to Mine Drainage

[Work in Progress]

Limited researchhas been condUcted to estimate the loads from inactive mines. Table 1 illustrates
findings from the CVRWQCB studies :cbnducted during the period of 1987 through 1991. Only
loadings for cadmium, zinc and copper are presented.

Current Programs

[Work in Progress]

Cadmium, Zinc, and Copper

Remediafion:efforts are being conducted on over 8 inactive mine sites in the Sacramento River
Basin. The most well-known work is being conducted at the Iron Mountain Mine complex. Work
effort includes, but is not limited to, construction of dams, installation of treatment facilities and the
construction of bulkheads in the mine portals: Additional work is being performed on other Shasta
Lake Area Mines. The majority of the work to-date has focused on portal closures.

MNDRAIN.WPD
12/6/96
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TABLE 1
LOADING ESTIMATES FROM INACTIVE MINES WITH PERENNIAL DISCHARGES

DURING A DROUGHT PERIOD, 1987-91

Total Annual Loads in Kilograms (Percent of Total in
Parentheses) (NA=not available; ND=not detected)7

Mine Site Discharge Cadmium Copper Zinc
SCDD3 1,529 (85) 36,300 (57) 209,352     (80)
Little Backbone Creek and
Shoemaker Gulch rnines5 186 (10) 19,961 (30) 36,760! (14)
West Squaw Creek mines4 38 (2.1) 6,928 (11) 7537~ (2.9)
SRCSD (1985)2 6C 2,863 15,340
Afterthought~ 12i (0.66) 488 (0.76) 3,008 (1.15)
!Rising Star 12! (0.66) 26C (0.41) 2,603 (1.00)
Valley View 19 (1.1) 428 (0.671 850 (0.33)
Kanaka Creek mines NA (0.00) NA (0.003 NA (0.00)
Spanish (upper and lower) 0.66 (0.0373 61 (0.09)i 191 (0.07)
Brush Creek ND (0.001 1.3 (0.002)i ND (0.00)
Butly Hill 7 (0.37) 135 (0.21) 359 (0.14)
Spenceville 0.09 (0.005)i 175 (0.27) 144 (0.06)
Greenhorn 1 (0.05) 122 (0.19) 232 (0.09)
Corona ND (0.00) ND (0.00) 18 (0.01
Plumbago ND (0.00) 0.21 (0.00) ND (0.00
Malakoff Diggings ND (0.00) 14 (0.02) 28 (0.01~
Empire ND (0.00) ND (0.00) 2.9 (0.00
Lucky S 0.31 (0.02) 8.2 (0.01) 34 (0.01
Lava Cap 0.04 (0.002) 0.37 (0.001) 3.4 (0.00
Columbo ND (0.00) ND (0.00) ND (0.00
Walker 0.002 (0.00) 4 (0.01) 0.18 (0.00
Iron Dyke (Taylors Creek) 0.032 (0.002) 1.3 (0.002) 1.1 (0.00
Twin Peaks 0.001 (0.00) ND (0.00) 0.22 (0.001
Pick and Shovel ND (0.00) NI3 (0.00) 0.98 (0.00~
Reed ND (0.00) NDi (0.00) 0.1 (0.00’
Anderson Springs ND (0.00) 0.27 (0.00) 1.8 (0.00’
Champion 0.05 (0.0031 0.07 (0.00 0.78 (0.00’
Great Western ND (0.00) 0.01 (0.00) 0.16 (0.00’
Turkey Run ND (0.00)i ND (0.00)l ND (0.00’
TOTAL LOADS6 1,805 63,889 261,128
~Loads were calculated using data from 1984.
2Sacramet~to Regional County Sanitation District wastewater treatment plant loads, 1985.
3SCDD = Spring Creek Debris Dam release. The SCDD watershed drains Iron
Mr. and Stowell Mines.
4The sum of the loads coming from Balaklala, Keystone, Early Bird, and Shasta King Mines.
5The sum of the loads coming .from Mammoth, Golinsky, and Sutro Mines.
6Excludes SRCSD loads.
7L~ading values do not exclude uncertain digits.
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Mercury

No mercury remediation projects have been identified.

Effectiveness of Current Programs

[Work in Progress]

Since the majority of the work accomplished to-date has been around the remediation work being
accomplished at the Iron Mountain Mine Complex and neighboring minesite; ovily data associated
with this area are available. The following table, Table 2, illustrates thd! effectiveness of the current
program.

Priority Actions to Reduce Impacts of Mine Drainage

[Work in Progress]

Action 22A: Reduce metal loadings (e.g. cadmium, copper, mercury and zinc) to the Delta and
its tributaries by implementation of moderate on-site mine drainage remediation measures
developed in site-specific studies at inactive mine sites.

Expected Benefits:

Other Considerations:

Action 22B: Reduce metal loadings (e.g. mercury) to the Delta and its tributaries by
implementation of moderate on-site minedrainage remediation measures developed in site-
specific studies ~t abandon~d~ne sites. "

Expected Be~efits!i ’~i

Other Considerations:, "

References:

FujiCnara, Robert W., et .al., Chemical and Toxicological Characterization of Keswick Reservoir
Sediments, 1995.

Mont0Y~, Barry Eland Xiaomang Pan, Inactive Mine Drainage in the Sacrament0 Valley, California,

Montoya, Barry L., An Analysis of the Toxic Water Quality Impairments in the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta/Estuary, 1991.

MNDRAIN.WPD
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TABLE 2

lbs/day Copper
Pre-Remediation lbs/day Copper

Mine (1980) Current

Iron Mountain 800 200

Mammoth 70 70

Balaklala 200 20

Shasta King 3 1

Sutro 0.5 0.1

Golinsky 1 1

Afterthought 5 5

Greenhorn 4.5 4.5

Bully Hill 4 4

Rising Star 5 5

Keystone 3 3

Stowell 3.5 2.5

iEarly Bird 3 0.1

TOTAL 1102.5 316.2
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Montoya, Barry L., et al., A Mass Loading Assessment of Major Point and Non-point Sources
Discharging to Surface Waters in the Central Valley, California, 1985.

Montoya, Barry L., et al., A Mass Loading Assessment of Major Point and Non-point Sources
Discharging to Surface Waters in the Central Valley, California, 1989.

Pacheco, Victor,. et al., The Effectos of Toxic Contaminants in Waters of the San Francisco Bay and
Delta, no date.

Sugarek, Richard, Iron Mountain Mine, Shasta County, California, unpublished.

State Water Resources Control Board, Report of the Technical Advisory C~ttee for Abandoned
Mines, 1994.                                                           ::"
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URBAN AND INDUSTRIAL RUNOFF
ACTIONS TO REDUCE LOADINGS OF

PARAMETERS OF CONCERN
(Actions 17, 18, 19, 20, 32A)

Goal

The goal of these actions is to maintain or improve water quality in the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta (Delta) so that all beneficial uses are protected (e.g. municipal, industrial and agricultural water
supply, recreation, fish and wildlife) ..... ..~

: .L , ~,.’,,~::~"

Objective

The objective of these actions is to reduce the loading and/o~"~0ncentration of water quality
parameters of concern attributable to URBAN AND INDUSTRIAL:RLrNOFF within the Sacramento
River and San Joaquin River Basins, Delta and Suisun Marsh~ ..~ : :i~ ..

Geographic Scope ....

The geographic scope is defined as all of the following:

¯ areas within the Delta
¯ areas outside of the Delta in which biological resources that use the Delta are impacted
¯ areas outside of the Delta that are significant .source areas for parameters of concern in the Delta

Thus, the Sacramento River above Red Bluff Diversion Dam would be in-scope with respect to the
impact of metals concentrations and anadromous!f!sh, but out of scope with respect to impacts on
organisms unrelated to Deltabiological resources. Also, Salt Slough is in-scope as a significant
source of salt and trace element loading to the Delta.

Parameters of Concern Attributable to Urban and Industrial Runoff

¯ Copper .........
¯ Zinc
¯ Mercury
¯ Carbofuran
¯ Chlorpyrifos
¯ Diazinon
¯ Ammonia
¯ Dissolved Oxygen
¯ Sodium
¯ SAR
¯ Salinity
¯ Pathogens

URBIND.WPD
12/6/96

-1-

C--036976
(3-036976



¯ pH
¯ TDS
¯ TOC
¯ Turbidity
¯ Nitrate

Estimated Parameter of Concern Loadings due to Urban and Industrial Runoff

[Work In Progress]                                                  .: ~<"

Estimates of the total annual pollutant loads contained in stormwater.lr~noff from. urban and
industrial lands are shown in Table 1. These estimates assume.that the quality of.~.ban runoff from
the city of Sacramento is representative of all urban and industrial lands in theStudy area. Most, but
not all, of these pollutant loads will reach the Delta. Some non-conservative p011u~knts suchas
BOD, ammonia and microbial pathogens may decay during transit in ~ributary stream~i ii:~hbrs may
become absorbed onto particulate material and settle to. the ~bo~tom of streams wh~e they may
remain until moved downstream by large stream flows. "

Urban and industrial stormwater pollutants are typically delivered to natural surface waters by a
combination of underground drainage pipes and open channels. Flow to surface waters from urban
drainage systems is greatest during storms but continues during dry periods and periods between
storms. During non-storm periods water enters urban drainage systems from the ground and as
surface runoff from poorly adjusted irrigation systems, car=washing, etc. Data gathered in
Sacramento indicates that flow from urban drainage systems during dry weather and between storms
contains fewer pollutants than stormwater runoff but higher concentrations of minerals.

In the Sacramento Valley most stormwater runoff occurs between November and April when river
flow and dilutionis greatest..As .a result, surfaC~mn6ff has less impact on pollutant concentrations
in Delta water than it would!~ffbccurred duti~g}~i~w flow months. The effects of urban runoff
are more likely to be felt in.small Creeks within or adjacent to the urban area where urban runoff
represents a large proportion of total flow.

Water Quality Problem Areas for Parameters of Concern

[Work in Progress] "~:~):I,):I :)

This section will include a comparison of water quality parameter target ranges and measured levels
of parameters. Exceedences of target ranges that occur within the Delta, Sacramento, and San
Joaquin rivers will be identified.

, URBIND.WPD
¯ ’ 12/6/96
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TABLE 1
ESTIMATED STUD YAREA URBAN/INDUSTRIAL RUNOFF LOADS1

Constituent Total Pollutant Load Remarks
(tons/yr)

Total Copper 14.2

Total Zinc 108

Total Mercury 0.2

Carbofuran

Chlorpyrifos

Diazinon 0.2

Ammonia 400

Dissolved Not Estimated Non usually measured in urban runoff. See
Oxygen BOD.

Sodium

SAR

Salinity Concentration in urban runoff lower than in
Sacramento River water upstream of Delta.

Pathogens

pH pH of urban runoff usually in normal range for
unpolluted waters.

TDS 39,000 Concentration in urban runoff lower than in
Sacramento River water upstream of Delta.

TOC See BOD Not commonly measured in urban runoff.

Turbidity See TSS

Nitrate 1,100

Total Suspended 52,000
Solids

BOD 11,000
Additional informataon will be added as it is obtained.
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Current Programs

[Work in Progress]

Large Cities

In the early 1990s, cities with populations exceeding 100,000 people prepared stormwater
management plans pursuant to the Clean Water Act (USC) $1,251 et seg). The plans include a
number of "best management practices" (BMPs) designed to reduce stormwater pollutants. Best
management practices include non-structural source control measures and structural controls.
Commonly employed non-structural source controls include-.stenciling of catch basins and drain
inlets, and public education to discourage disposal of inappr0ptiate substances to the storm drains.
Structural controls include stormwater treatment devices and elimination of-illicit sanitary
connections to storm drainage systems. Most current stormwater plans emphasizeno~Tstructural
source controls, essentially urban "good housekeeping". They also typically include the elimination
of illicit connections. Few plans call for retrofitting urban storm drainage systems withicreatment
devices, although some require the installation of treatment in new developments.

Small Cities

Regulations for control of stormwater discharges from cities with populations less than 100,000 have
not yet been promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Industries

Most industries with the potential to contaminate stormwater runoff are required to obtain a
discharge permit pursuant to the Clean Water Act. The requirement applies whether stormwater
from the industry is dischargeddirectly to:the environment or to a municipal stormwater system.
Permits typically require i:.~hatian industry-prepare, maintain, and implement a stormwater
management plan that includes a vaiiety of source control best management practices such as
covering stored materials androutii~g heavily contaminated washwater and stormwater to the sanitary
sewer.

Effectiveness of Current programs

[Work In Progress]
,!

Most urban stormwater management plans including those developed for large cities in the study
area (Sacramento, Stockton, Modesto, etc.) are in the early stages of implementation. Consequently,
little data are available by which to judge their effectiveness. The data that are available indicate that
source control measures do not produce major improvements in runoff quality. While education may
change some human behavior, for example illicit dumping in storm drains, it is doubtful that the
targeted human behaviors contribute greatly to the overall urban runoff pollutant load. It is unlikely
that programs that emphasize source controls and elimination of illicit connections will substantially
reduce existing urban runoff pollutant loads. Most of the more significant urban runoff pollutants

URBIND.WPD
12/6/96
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are probably attributable to vehicle use, air pollutant fallout and wash-off from buildings. Such
sources are beyond the range of most current regulations and are difficult to control.

Programs that involve structural controls as well as source controls are likely to be more effective
than current programs. Retrofitting structural controls into existing urban development is difficult
and expensive and consequently rarely undertaken. Building structural controls into new
development is more practical than retrofitting existing systems.

Priority Actions to Reduce Impacts of Urban and Industrial Runoff

Action 17: Reduce urban and industrial water quality pat~ameters 0fc0ncgrn loadings to the
Delta and its tributaries by detention and strategic release of-20 to 30 percent of urban runoff
water. Action would involve retrofitting existing urban and industrial areas with detention
basins at the outlets of drainage basins contributing largest loadings of parameters of concern.

Expected Benefits: This action would involve retrofitting existing urban and industrial ~areas with
detention basins at the outlets of drainage basins with the highest potential for contamination of
stormwater. Pollutants would be removed from runoff by sedimentation. The following removal
rates are assumed for stormwater detained for eight hours; total Suspended solids, 65 percent;
biochemical oxygen demand, 30 percent; ammonia and nitrate nitrogen, 25 percent; total copper and
mercury and diazinon, 50 percent; and total zinc, 45 percent. Other parameters of concern would
be unaffected. If it is assumed that 25 percent of runoff is treated and that it is 50 percent more
polluted than typical urban runoff, the total annual urban and industrial runoff loads would be
reduced as shown on Table 2.

Other Considerations: Retrofitting detention basins into existing urban development is often difficult
and expensive. In many cases several acres of landis needed at a drainage system outlet to
accommodate a detention basin..Parcels o£ t~i~ isize are rarely available in developed urban areas
without acquisition of private land and demolition of existing structures.

Compatibility with On-going Programs: Action 17 is compatible with on-going programs both
external and internai to CALFED.. It could best be implemented by building on the existing
stormwater regulatory program established pursuant to the Clean Water Act and administered by the
Regiona! Water Quality..Conl~r91 Board. To be effective, the existing program would have to be
expanded to cover cities i~ith ’a population of less than 100,000.

Action 18: Reduce urban and industrial Water quality parameters of concern loadings to the
Delta and its tributaries through enforcement of existing source control regulations for urban
andindustrial runoff.

Expected Benefits: This action would involve increasing regulatory pressure to ensure that existing
source control regulations are fully enforced. Source control measures are probably more effective
for industrial rather than urban runoff. Source control measures have little effect on contaminants
from vehicular movements, an important source of pollutants in urban stormwater. It is estimated
that constituent loads in urban runoff could be reduced by source control as follows: diazinon, 5
percent; ammonia and nitrate nitrogen, 5 percent; total suspended solids, 10 percent. All other
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TABLE 2
EFFECTIVENESS OF PROPOSED ACTIONS

Total Pollutant Load (tons/year)
With      With

Constituent Current Action 17 Action 18

Total Copper 14.2 11.5 14.2

Total Zinc 108 90 108

Total Mercury 0.2 0.16 0.2

Diazinon 0.2 0.16 0.19

Ammonia 400 362 380

!TDS 39,000 39,000 39,000

Nitrate 1,100 997 1,045

TSS 52,000 39,000 46,800

BOD 11,000 9,800 11,000
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constituents would be unaffected. The effect of Action 18 on total runoff loads is shown in Table
2.

Other Considerations: None.

Compatibility with On-going Programs: Action 18 is compatible with on-going programs both
external and internal to CALFED. It could best be implemented by building on the existing
stormwater regulatory program established pursuant to the Clean Water Act and administered by the
Regional Water Quality Control Board. To be effective, the existing program would have to be
expanded to cover cities with a population of less than 100,000.

Action 19. Reduce urban and industrial water quality parameters:~fCOfic~rn loadings to the
Delta and its tributaries through provision of incentives for additional source control of urban
and industrial runoff. An example of an incentives might be to pro~de rebates on construction
permit fees when erosion control measures have been applied.

Expected Benefits: As noted earlier, source control measures have 0nly a limited effect on the quality
of urban runoff. Strong financial incentives for implementation of source control measures could
produce similar reductions in stormwater runoff loads as shown fi’~i:Action 18.

Other Considerations: It may be administratively difficult to develop astormwater pollutant source
control program based on financial incentives because determination of compliance is problematic
in the absence of physical facilities. It may be most practical for erosion control at construction sites
where inspectors on site for other purposes could check whether erosion control measures have been
applied, and if so provide a rebate on construction permit fees.

Compatibility with On-going Programs: Action 19 is,compatible with on-going programs both
external and internal to CALFED. However:; i~..i~ different in kind from the existing stormwater
program estab!ished pursuant t6 the Cleani~,:Water Act and administered by the Regional Water
Quality Contifo!,Board. The existing program relies on regulation rather than incentives.

Action 20. Reduce urban and industrial water quality parameters of concern loadings to the
Delta and its tributaries through better planning of new developments to reduce urban and
industrial runoff. Examples of better planning might include design of storm drainage systems
that target maximum infiltration of stormwater into the ground or on-site or regional
stormwater sedimentation facilities that detain the majority of stormwater for at least 8 hours.

Expected Benefits: Action 20 addresses new rather than existing urban and industrial development.
As part of better planning, the following controls might be built into new development.

¯ St0rmdrainage systems will be designed to cause infiltration of stormwater into the ground to
the maximum extent possible consistent with public and structural safety.

¯ On-site or regional stormwater sedimentation facilities will be built that detain 80 percent of
stormwater for at least 8 hours.
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The following removal rates are assumed for stormwater detained for 8 hour: total suspended solids,
65 percent; biochemical oxygen demand, 30 percent; ammonia and nitrate nitrogen, 25 percent; total
copper, 50 percent; total zinc, 45 percent.

Action 20 will have no effect on pollutant emissions in stormwater from existing urban and
industrial lands but will reduce the rate of increase in pollutant loads as development occurs.

Other Considerations: Building stormwater runoff controls into new development is easier than
retrofitting existing developed areas. Space can be provided in new development for detention
facilities and landscaped areas can be designed to maximize infiltration.

Compatibility with On-going Programs: Action 20 is compatible witli onrgoing programs both
external and internal to CALFED. It could best be implemented by building on the exis~pg
stormwater regulatory program established pursuant to the Clean Water Act and Administered by
the Regional Water Quality Control Board. Most urban stormwater plans prepared for citieg with
a population of 100,000 or more include measures to reduce stormwater pollutants from new
development.

Action 32A: Provide incentives for pesticide users to increase implementation of best
management practices (BMPs) including integrated pest management (IPM) to reduce
pesticide loads and concentrations to the Delta and its tributaries from urban & industrial
runoff.

Expected Benefits: Action 32 would involve requiring public and private entities including
homeowners to adopt integrated pest management practices. This may produce some reduction in
pesticide content of urban runoff.

Other Considerations: It would ~be .relatively simple to implement Action 32 if it primarily involves
education and public informati6ia activities andthe adoption of integrated pest management practices
by public agencies.

Compatibility with On-going Programs: Action 20 is compatible with on-going programs both
external and internal to CALFED. It~could best be implemented by building on the existing
stormwater regulatory, program established pursuant to the Clean Water Act and Administered by
the Regional Water QualityC0htrol Board. Integrated pest management could be included as a best
management practice in urban gtormwater management plans. To be effective the existing program
would have to be expanded t~ covei" cities with a population of less than 100,000.
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REDUCTION IN PARAMETER OF CONCERN LOADINGS
DUE TO AGRICULTURAL DRAINAGE

(Actions 1, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 32B)

Goal

The goal of these actions is to maintain or improve water quality in the Sacramento-San loaquin
Delta (Delta) so that all beneficial uses are protected (e. g. municipal, industrial and agricultural
water supply, recreation, fish and wildlife).

Objective

The objective of these actions is to reduce the loading and/or coficentration of Water quality
parameters of concern attributable to ,AGRICULTURAL DRAIN.~GE within the Sacramento and
San Joaquin river basins, Delta, and Suisun Marsh.       -

Geographic Scope

The geographic scope is defined as all of the following:

¯ areas within the Delta
¯ areas outside of the Delta in which biological resources that use the Delta are impacted
¯ areas outside of the Delta that are significant source areas for parameters of concern in the Delta

Thus, the Sacramento River above Red Bluff Diversion Dam would be in-scope with respect to the
impact of metals concentrations and anadromous.fish, but out of scope with respect to impacts on
organisms u~related to Delta~bi01ogical res6urces. Also, Salt Slough is in-scope as a significant
source of s~!t..and t~ace element loading to the Delta.

Agricultural arainagelsources Within }~ geographic scope will be discussed in four categories:

1. San Joaquin Valley subsurface drainage. Includes subsurface drainage from lands south of
the Delta whose subsurfac~ drainage outlet is a tributary to the Delta.

2. San Joaquin Valley surface drainage. Includes surface drainage from lands south of the Delta
whose surface drainage 0titlet is a tributary to the Delta.

3. !:Delta drainage. Includes surface and subsurface drainage from lands in the Delta.
4. .Sacramento Valley surface drainage. Includes surface drainage from lands north of the Delta

whose surface di~ainage outlet is a tributary to the Delta.

Parameters of Concern Attributable to Agricultural Drainage

¯ Boron
¯ Copper
¯ Selenium
¯ Carbofuran
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¯ Chlorpyrifos
¯ Chlordane
¯ Diazinon
¯ DDT
¯ PCB
¯ Toxaphene
¯ Ammonia
¯ Bromide
¯ Chloride "
¯ Sodium

¯ Salinity , ¯
¯ Nitrate - - "_,:.
¯ Pathogens -: "

¯ TDS
¯ Turbidity
¯ TOC

Estimated Parameter of Concern Loadings Due~to Agricultural Drainage

[Work in Progress]

When evaluating water quality, it is helpful to m~e a distinction between surface and subsurface
drainage:

Surface drainage: During rai~afall or irrigatf0i~i::gome proportion of water may run off of the land
and enters.sUrface, drainage.. ~itches and 0ihei2~:,W~tter bodies. This runoff is surface drainage.
Constitueii~sbf.sUfface drainage: may ~nclude"SuGstances dissolved in rain or irrigation water when
it arrives to ~t field;plus substances diss0!~,ed in the water as it flows across the field, plus substances
sorbed onto material (soil and surface.~.:litter) that becomes suspended in the flowing water. To
varying degrees, pesticides and nutrients are sorbed onto solid materials. On Delta organic soils,
organic material (TOC).can~be:,suspended in runoff. The quality of surface drainage, therefore,
dependslargely on the amount of suspended material. To help identify surface drainage sources, it
is useful to delineate thesurfaCiz drainage area that flows to a water body.

Sui~urface drainage: To grow crops, some lands must be artificially drained to lower shallow
groundwater levels. Shallow groundwater may seep into perforated drain pipes or intermittent field
ditcheS, and flOWS t0collection ditches and ultimately to other water bodies. Shallow groundwater
con[..ainsdiss0iyed ~onstituents that may have migrated laterally to the area, that have been dissolved-
from local soil minerals, and that are applied with irrigation water. Solutes concentrate in shallow
groundwater when plants are grown, since they generally absorb more water than solutes. Subsurface
drainage water, therefore, can contain relatively high concentrations of dissolved trace elements,
other salts, and organic compounds (TOC). These concentrations may become more problematic
when subsurface drainage is stored and allowed to evapoconcentrate. To identify subsurface dra!nage
sources, it is useful to identify areas meeting the following conditions:
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¯ shallow groundwater within the not zone
¯ artificial subsurface drainage installed and functioning
¯ subsurface drainage conveyed to the water body in question
¯ constituent concentrations in shallow groundwater high relative to levels of concern

Loads of parameters of concern differ broadly among the four agricultural drainage source areas cited
above. A general description follows, with more detailed data shown on Figures    and Tables .
Also, Table 1 provides a list of potentially useful data resources that have been identified, most of
which have not yet been fully exploited. The data presented here are pre!iminaryand intended for
discussion. This is not a definitive description of agricultural drainage Sources. Such a
description will require much more intensive exploitation of existing~fi~,~ and perhaps some
new data development. , i . -,~, .....’ .....

, ~. ;? .i~.~.:;,-i: :.~ ,, ,:.~.

1. San Joaquin Valley subsurface drainage. Naturallysaline lands and geologic.sources of trace
elements, notably selenium, arsenic, and molybdenum; characterize some areas W!~ artificial
subsurface drainage in the San Joaquin Valley. Because of this, some of the subsurface drainage
systems no longer discharge to water bodies tributary t0the Delta. A Delta water quality data
base was developed by the Agricultural Water Quality Subteam. Points for which data were
collected (from existing DWR and USBR sources) are shown on Figure 1. Figure 2 shows the
relative salt and selenium loads to and in the San Joaquin River at a number of points.

2. San Joaquin Valley surface drainage. Surface drainage from irrigated land within this area
flows to the Delta, and to other water bodies within the geographic scope. Pesticide sources have
not been mapped in detail as yet..

3. Delta drainage. Drainage outlets within the Delta are shown on Figure 3. Soils of the Delta can
have high organic matter contents, resulting in elevated levels of TOC in drainage. Also,
drainage volumes are considerable, due to the low elevation of irrigated lands, many below the
level of adjacent water bodi~s:

4. Sacramento Valley surface drainage. Although considerable areas of the Sacramento Valley
have relatively high groundwater, subsurface drainage is not widespread, and little attention has
been given to characterizing its quality. However, surface drainage volumes are large, partly
owingto the nearly 500,000 acres of rice that is flood irrigated in the area. Surface drainage is
therefore the principal medium of loading to the Delta and other water bodies within the
geographic scope. As with the San Joaquin Valley, pesticide sources have not been mapped in
:. detail as yet. Existing source control programs in the Sacramento Valley will be discussed in the
next section.

Water Quality Problem Areas for Parameters of Concern

[Work in Progress]

This section will include a comparison of water quality parameter target ranges and measured levels
of parameters. Exceedences of target ranges that occur within the Delta, Sacramento and San
Joaquin rivers will be identified.
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Current Programs

Two current programs will be discussed briefly:

The Drainage Reduction Program. Department of Water Resources: This program examined the
potential of a number of technologies and management tools to reduce subsurface agricultural
drainage. Examples include improved furrow irrigation, shallow groundwater management, tiered
water pricing, irrigation efficiency, and emerging irrigation technologies. The~ Supplemental
Information section provides a summary of funded projects.

The Rice Herbicide Program. Initiated by the California Department~~:~i~!Regulation in 1984.
The herbicides are not included among the parameters of con6ern, but thi.~!i~}i~.::!argely due to thi~
program and the efforts made by the rice industry to reduce herbidd~ c0i~fi{rati6n in surface
drainage. This program included establishment.of rice herbicide performance
Basin Drain and the Sacramento River. Holding times¯ for rice irrigation water aftei~ herbicide
application were specified, and the rice industry installed a variety of innovative irrigation return
flow control systems.                                     ¯

Other programs, practices, and regulations that influence agricultural, draifi~ge water quality include
the following:                                  : ::

¯ Federal and state restrictions on the use and handling of pesticide~.
¯ Voluntary implementation of IPM and BMP’ s to reduce farming costs and pollution sources.

Other recommendations include those: developed by a series of Technical Advisory Committees to
the California State Water Resources Control Board, covering the following areas:

Irrigated agriculture
Pesticide management :.
Dairy and feedlot management
Rangeland maniig~ment
Fertilizer management

Effectiveness of Current programs

The Drainage Reduction Program

[Work in Progress]

The Rice I-Iei-bicide Program. Resulting reductions in rice herbicide concentrations were dramatic,
and generally in compliance with increasingly stringent performance goals. The program, context,
and results are described in the Supplemental Information section.
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Priority Actions to Reduce Impacts of Agricultural Drainage

Many upland crops are grown in intensive cropping systems in this area, and most employ some
level of pesticide application.

Action 1: Control the timing of agricultural drainage to coincide with periods when dilution
flow is sufficient to achieve CALFED water quality target concentrations.

Expected Benefits: Reductions in loadings of parameters of concern associated with agricultural
drainage to waters within the geographic scope.                    ~ .... :

Other Considerations:                                                             "
¯ This also implies temporary retention (storage) of drairiage in source are~:i: i ’: i: ~i~?.o..    .. ~.!:.:."

~ *~ .:~i~I .~’ ...’ ,. ¯ "=
¯ Drainage from areas producing high concentrations of parameters of concern wouldb~targeted.

Subsurface drainage return flow with high selenium concentrations is one exampI~i: ~i:
¯ Coordinate effort with existing programs.
¯ Discharge from storage would be problematic in dry years, when periods of high flow would not

occur.                                                                 ’ :i
¯ Discharge would be limited by Vernalis standards for water qualitY,
¯ Kesterson Reservoir was conceived for this,purpose.

Action 11: Implement additional agricultural source control for water quality parameters of
concern found in agricultural surface and sub-surface drainage. Implementation may include
incentives and/or enforcement of existing regulations.

Expected Benefits: Reductions in loadings oi."~parameters of concern associated with agricultural
drainage to waters within the geographic sc0P~: .i, ,,: ,,

Other Considerations: ..... .::~:"~("":~" ¯ .         "
¯ Surface ~i giib~urface draiiiage mobilize different constituents, and must be treated separately.

For example,"pesticide and nutrient loads are principally in surface drainage, whereas salinity and
trace elements.(from west side San Joaquin Valley lands), and TOC (from in-Delta lands) are
principali~~ in ~iibSurface drainage.

¯ Areas producing high c6ncentrations of parameters of concern would be targeted. Subsurface
drainage return flow with high selenium concentrations isone example.

¯ Implementation strategy should differ between parameters for which load is principal concern
(galinity), relative to those for which concentrations are the principal concern (pesticides and
trace elements).

¯ Concentrate on load, considering EWMP’s when they can be cost-effectively related to load
reduCti6n,".: A reduction in drainage volume without reduction in load will result in h~gher
’conCeiitrafions. However, Ayers and Shrale (Irrigation efficiency and regional subsurface drain
flow in the west side of the San Joaquin Valley, no date) reported that the total load of Selenium
and Borion in drainage water was proportional to flow.

¯ Incentives or enforcement of existing regulations are included, although existing regulations
appear to be adequately enforced.
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¯ Source control could be effected by measures such as modification of field drainage systems;
pest, irrigation, and tailwater management to reduce pesticide loads; BMP’s to reduce pesticide
loads; and water conservation where it does not conflict with sustainable production (e.g., on
lands that have no drainage problem, but whose shallow groundwater flows to neighboring,
drainage affected lands).

¯ Coordinate effort with existing programs.

Action 13: Provide incentives to fallow or retire land that is a major source of water quality
parameters of concern. Landowner participation should be voluntary and by compensated
purchase or lease payment.

Expected Benefits: Reductions in loadings of parameters of c~ncem ag;iS~i~[~d ~with agricultural
drainage to waters within the geographic scope.

Other Considerations:
¯ Marginally productive land to be targeted as a matter of priority, since removal of ~i~land from

production would have the least impact on local socioeconomiC~onditions and would likely be
more cost effective.

¯ Marginal benefit would be greater, marginal co~t lower, for fallowing of land during drought
years.

¯ Targeted parameters would be principally trace elements and TOC2
¯ Coordinate effort with existing programs.

Action 32B: Implement additional agricultural Source control for water quality parameters
of concern found in agricultural surface and sub-surface drainage. Implementation may
include provision of incentives for pesticide users to increase implementation of best
management practices (BMPs) including integrated pest management (IPM) to reduce
pesticide loads and concentrations from agricultural drainage.

Expected Ben6fits: Reductions in loadings of pesticides of concern associated with agricultural
drainage to waters within the geographic scope

Other Considerations~.
¯ IPM technology is expensive to develop, therefore priority would be increased implementation

of existing technology that: reduces pesticide loading.
¯ Incentives might serve to help farmers transition into technologies that involve significant startup

costs or risks.
, In the medium term, IPM could reduce production costs for some farms.
¯ Coordinate effort with existing programs.

Other:ActiOnS to Reduce Impacts of Agricultural Drainage

[Work in Progress]

Action 10: This action has been combined with Action 11.
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Action 12: Improve source irrigation water quality in sub-surface drainage source areas. All
things being equal, higher quality irrigation water will result in better quality drainage.

Expected Benefits: Reductions in loadings of salinity and trace elements associated with agricultural
drainage to waters within the geographic scope.

Other Considerations:
¯ Due to its large volume, water quality for irrigation is highly constrained, so that programs to

improve irrigation water quality might not be feasible.
¯ This action could be considered as a "no-action" alternative to acf!)ns~.that would result in

significant degradation of irrigation water quality.

Action 14: Reduce the loadings of water quality parameters of conce;~"~aringkhe Delta and
San Joaquin tributaries by concentrating and disposing of agricultural sub-surf~d~!!draihage
in evaporation ponds in the San Joaquin Valley.

Expected Benefits: Reductions in loadings of saiinity and trace elements associated with agricultural
drainage to waters within the geographic scope.

Other Considerations:
¯ Wildlife hazards are associated with concentrated subsurface drainage.
¯ Disposal of evaporite salts is environmentally problematic and costly.
¯ Construction and land costs of ponds are considerable.... ~ "
¯ Concentrate effort in trace-element source areas.

Action 15: Reduce the loadings of water quality parameters of concern entering the Delta and
its tributaries by treating agricultural surface drainage and/or Delta agricultural sub-surface
drainage in Constructed wetlands.

dBei~efit~:Expecte "~ -
¯ Reductions in~ ldadings of TOC associated with Delta agricultural drainage.
¯ Reductions in pesticides conceritrations in treated surface drainage.

Other Considerations:
¯ Reduction in TOC in Delta wetlands may or may not be feasible.
¯ Size and cost of constructed wetlands might have to be large to have the desired impact.

Action 16: Reduce the loadings of water quality parameters of concern entering the Delta and
San Joaquin tributaries by treating a significant portion of San Joaquin agricultural sub-
surface drainage by reverse osmosis or other means.

Expected Benefits:
¯ Reductions in 1Darlings of salt and trace metals associated with agricultural drainage to waters

within the geographic scope.
¯ Dilution flow available due to decreased diversion for irrigation.

AXNJD.WPD
12/46/96

-7-

C--036994
(3-036994



Other Considerations:
¯ Treated water would likely be reused locally, but may or may not replace other water supply.
¯ Treatment by reverse osmosis or other means might not be cost effective.

Compatibility with On-Going Programs

¯ Water quality standards, e.g. Vemalis
¯ Water quality performance goals, e.g. Colusa Basin Drain
¯ Drainage Reduction Program
¯ SWRCB task force recommendations
¯ District drainage control programs
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IMPROVEMENT OF WATER QUALITY
THR 0 UGH WATERSHED MANAGEMENT

(Actions 21, 29, 30, 31)

Goal

The goal of these actions is to maintain or improve water quality in the Sacramento-San.. Joaquin
Delta (Delta) so that all beneficial uses are protected (e. g. municipal, imtustria~: ~nd agricultural
water supply, recreation, fish and wildlife).                       ’"-:~:~.::’!?: ~ ~

~:~:!!i!,~’.i:,~.i!::.!" ~ 77:?’L
The objective of these actions is to improve water quality (as defined by the parameters.of:concem
listed below) within the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River Basins, Delta and Suisun Marsh
through coordination with and/or assistance to local watershed management programs or other
efforts.

Geographic Scope

All areas within Sacramento, San Joaquin, and Delta watersheds, with emphasis on waterways below
major dams.

Parameters of Concern

¯ Cadmium
¯ Copper. ::.,, ~.~
¯ Mercury: ........
¯ Selenium":i:,.,
¯ Zinc "" :":’
¯ Carbofuran,: ,, . ¯
¯ Chlorpyrifo~ :~’~~:":::
¯ Diazinon
¯ Ammonia .....
¯ Dissolved Oxygen
¯ Salinity
¯ Sodium
¯ Nitrate
¯ pI-I -.
¯ Temperature
¯ Total Dissolved Solids
¯ Total Organic Carbon
¯ Turbidity
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Estimated Loadings

[Work in Progress]

Water Quality Problem Areas for Parameters of Concern

[Work in Progress]

This section will include a comparison of water quality parameter target.ranges .and measured levels
of parameters. Exceedences of target ranges that occur within the D~lta~:.sacramento, and San
Joaquin rivers will be identified. "~ ......~:.

Current Programs /:~ ~:

[Work in Progress] i;i: .

A number of localized watershed management efforts are underway inl ~he hydrologic basin which
drains to the Delta. These efforts are motivated by a variety goals"and objectives, including water
quality protection, riparian habitat restoration, habitat management; .fishery enhancement, water
conservation, erosion control, wetlands protection, sustainable land use and development, and total
resource management. Stakeholders in these efforts are similarly yaded, including local landowners,
community organizations, lumber companies, utility companies, corporations, local resource
conservation districts, reclamation districts, irrigation districts, counties, cities, flood control
agencies, state agencies (CDFG, DWR, RWQCB, DPR, CDF, SWRCB, CalTrans), federal agencies
(USFS, NRCS, EPA, USFWS, ACE, BLM, USDA, BOR, DOT, FHA), The Nature Conservancy,
The Audobon Society, California Waterfowl Association, Ducks Unlimited, California Trout, Inc.,
California Fly :F!shermen, University of California, and UC Cooperative Extension.

The following :is a brief descri~tion ~of watershed management efforts currently underway in the
Sacramento Valley, San Joaquin Valley and Delta. This listing is not comprehensive

Sacramento River Watershed Programs

Name Cache Creel<¯ ¯ "
Location Cache Creek Basin, Yolo County, Colusa County, Lake County, and Napa County

(736,000 acres)
Description Environmental restoration along creek, wetland habitat creation, water quality

protec[~on, control sediment loadings

Name.. California Mallard Program
Location Upper Stoney Creek, Glenn County, Colusa County, Tehama County (900 acres)
Description Manage grazing operations to benefit upland nesting habitat for birds, restore riparian

vegetation, protect water quality
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Name Laguna Creek and Deer Creek Watershed Study
Location Laguna Creek and Deer Creek, Sacramento County (20,000 acres)
Description Wetlands preservation and creation, water quality protection

Name Morrison Creek Project
Location Upper Morrison Creek, Cosumnes River, Sacramento County (15,000 acres)
Description Preservation and creation of wetlands, resource management

Name Reclamation District 1500 River Basin Plan :;:~::i;~i~. :.~
Location Sutter County (68,000 acres) :/.
Description Water quality protection, water quantity issues;i~ater cdnSgi~,ati0n

Name Sacramento River Project .::, ;: :
Location Sacramento River, Tehama County, Butte Count3i}i!Glenn County,.

(10,000 acres)                           ’ ~~
Description Restore riparian habitat along 100 mile reach of river between Red Bluff and Colusa

Name Sacramento River Watershed Program :. :.
Location Entire Sacramento River drainage, numerous countie; (i 6~illion acres)
Description Protect water quality, promote sustainable development,improve aquatic and riparian

habitat, total resource management          :

Name Yolo County Habitat Management Program ....
Location Yolo County
Description Multi-species habitat management and enhancement, sustainable agriculture, erosion

control
¯:......?:;~:- ¯

Name :-..:::::~Hahn Road~W~t~rshed    "~’:~:: ....
Location- .::i Sacramento R~ver, C01usa Basin Drain, Colusa County
Description.:. Six water quality.demonstration sites for reduction of nonpoint source pollutant

loadings into Colusa Basin Drain

Name " Cow Creek CRMP
Location Cow Creek, Shasta County (185,500 acres) ¯
Description Reduce fire ha2)trd, improve riparian habitat, improve timber production

Name Lassen Willow Creek Watershed Project
Location Willow Creek, Lassen Creek, Modoc County (40,000 acres)
Description _fimprove water quality and fish habitat

Name .... Upper Pit River Watershed Project
Location Upper Pit River, Modoc County (359,000 acres)
Description Resource management to control soil erosion, protect water quality, sustain

agricultural, recreational and rural activities
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Name Lassen Watershed Project - Mill Creek
Location Mill Creek, Tehama County (85,800 acres)
Description Erosion control, fisheries protection, water quality protection, riparian habitat

protection, sustainable land use and development

Name Big Chico Creek Watershed Project
Location Big Chico Creek, Butte County and Tehama County
Description Fisheries protection, water quality protection, riparian habitat protection

Name Deer Creek Watershed Project
Location Deer Creek, Tehama County .... .~::~:~ ....
Description Fisheries protection, sustainable land uses and economy, habitat protection, land

stewardship ....

San Joaquin River Watershed Programs

Name Selenium Total Maximum Monthly Load (TMML) for iSan Joaquin River
Location Grasslands watershed (south of Mendota) ~ "
Description Agricultural stakeholders participated in the development of a TMML for selenium

discharges to the San Joaquin River. This TMML will be administered by the
Central Valley Regional Board as part of its recently adopted Basin Plan. This is an
ongoing program to work with stakeholders to meet selenium waste discharge
requirements

Name San Joaquin River National Water Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Program
Location San Joaquin River. and tributaries
Description . This three=year sampling effort was conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey

¯ ":~between 199I and 1994, including physical, chemical, and biological monitoring of
~urface and ~i~d waters within the San Joaquin River system. Sampling stations

: V~ere :located on theSan Joaquin River, the Merced, Stanislaus, and Tuolumne
Rivers, and in Mud and Salt Sloughs, Orestimba Creek, and Turlock Irrigation Drain
Lateral No~ 5. USGS staff are currently compiling and analyzing the results of the
sampling effor(s

Name Stanislaus: Work Group
Location Stanislaus River
Desgription Developing interim and long term watershed management approaches for the

Stanislaus River watershed in order to meet salinity water quality objectives at
..... . Vemalis. Interim approach (for years 1997-98) currently being finalized. (I believe
.. ~ ~ .: Bureau of Reclamation is involved/overseeing these efforts

WATERSHE.WPD
12/5/96
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Name Panoche/Silver Creek Coordinated Resource Management and Planning (CRMP)
Location Panoche Creek, Silver Creek, San Joaquin River
Description Cooperative effort of 18+ agencies/organizations and 20+ private landowners to

reduce flooding and selenium contamination along Panoche Creek and the City of
Mendota, and to improve the riparian condition of the watershed. Addresses
agriculture, erosion control, gazing, mining, riparian, and other resource
management issues.

Name Dormant Spray Pesticide Management Efforts .....

Description Department of Pesticide Regulation efforts to.develop management programs/BMPs
for dormant crop pesticide sprays containing diazinon and cht0rpyfif0s

Name Salinity Management Program for San J0~tqui!}. River
Location San Joaquin River (primarily westside dischargers)
Description Central Valley Regional Board in the early stages of initiating a stakeholder-based

effort aimed at meeting salinity water quality objectives ~t Vernalis

Other Small-Scale related efforts:                .

¯ Tuolumne River Salmon Habitat Enhancement - Ruddy Project

¯ Root Creek Study

¯ Magneson Pond Isolation and Stream Habitat Modification

Delta Watershed Programs.i:.: "

[Work in Progress]. " : ::!ii;iI i~

Effectiveness of~urrent Programs

It is premature to judge the:effectiveness of many of the ongoing efforts on Delta water quality and
ecosystem integrity. M6~t; programs have been effective in the recruitment of stakeholders,
mobilization of local interests-and the development of community awareness around specific issues.

Priority Actions to Improve Water Quality

ActiOn 21: Promote and support efforts of local watershed programs that improve water
quality parameters of concern within the Delta and Delta tributary watersheds. Efforts may
include coordination, incentives, and/or other assistance.

Expected Benefits. Benefits include local project support, interest-based solutions to conflicts,
greatly expanded information base available through monitoring and data management activities
common to most programs which will lead to better decision-making in the long term, greatly

.... WATERSHE.WPD
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expanded public outreach and education possibilities, increased efficiency at all levels through
coordination, collaboration and elimination of redundancies.

Other Considerations. Problem identification and solution is slower but potentially more durable
with the watershed approach; most approaches rely heavily on consensus driven solutions and
voluntary participation in problem solving; coordination will require diligence and adequate funding.

Compatibility with On-going Programs.

Actions 29 and 30-Improve water quality parameters of,concern .~i, thin the Delta and its
tributaries by restoring or improving riparian habitat.

Expected Benefits. Benefits include an improved ecosystem, reduction of signi~c~i.ecos~em
stresses, and improved conditions for species of concern.

Other Considerations. Improvements will be gradual. Action. will not be successful in isolation,
they must be an element of a comprehensive watershed approach.

Compatibility with On-going Programs.

[Work in Progress]

Action 31: Identify and implement actions to address potential toxicity to water and sediment
within the Delta and its tributaries by conducting toxicity testing and toxicity identification
evaluations and/or other appropriate methods. Coordinate these efforts with other programs.

Expected Benefits. Benefits include better understanding of ambient conditions and of toxic
stressors, impro;ced ability tof0cus solutions off :Significant problem areas, and improved ability to
communicate the heed for soiutions~

Other Considerations. This action must be part of an overall information collection effort to improve
the understanding of factors influencing water quality and associated beneficial uses. There may be
an opportunity to utilize or Contribute to ongoing or planned efforts under existing watershed
programs.

Compatibility with On-going Programs.

[Work in Progress] ¯

References:

[Work in Progress]

Conversation with Joseph DomagaIski at USGS
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Conversation with Kathy Freas, CH2M HILL. 12/3/96

Conversation with Joe Karkoski, EPA assigned to State Board- 12/3/96

Conversation with Jerry Bruns, Central Valley Regional Board
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Actions to Reduce
Loadings/Concentrations of
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REDUCTION OF MUNICIPAL AND INDUSTRIAL WASTE
DISCHARGES TO THE DELTA

(Actions 23, 24, 25 & 27)

Goal

The goal of these actions is to maintain and improve water quality in the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta (Delta) so that all beneficial uses are protected (e.g. municipal, industrial and agricultural water
supply, recreation, fish and wildlife).

Objective

The objective of these actions is to reduce the loading and/or concentrati~i~ of ~aram~ters of concern
attributable to municipal and industrial dischargers within the Sacramento and San J6~tquin river
bains, Delta, and Suisun Marsh.

Geographic Scope                               -~

The geographic scope is defined as all of the following:

¯ areas within the Delta .
¯ areas outside of the Delta in which biological resources that use the Delta are impacted
¯ areas outside of the Delta that are significant source areas for parameters of concern in the Delta

Thus, the Sacramento River above Red Bluff Diversion Dam would be in-scope with respect to the
impact of metals concentrations andanadromous fish, but out of scope with respect to impacts on
organisms unrelated to Delta. biological resq~e~s.. Also, Salt Slough is in-scope as a significant
source of salt and trace element.loading to th~::.Dei~:

Targeted Parameters ofConcern Attributable to Municipal and Industrial
Discharges

¯ Cadmium ,, .
¯ Copper
¯ Zinc - "
¯ Mercury
¯ Chlorpyrifos
¯ Diazinon
¯ -:.Ammonia
i:~ Disg01ved Oxygen
¯ Nutrients (Nitrate)
¯ Pathogens
¯ Salinity (TDS)
¯ Turbidity
¯ Temperature

WASTE.WPD
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¯ Unknown Toxicity

Estimated Parameter Loading Due to Municipal and Industrial Discharges

[Work in Progress]

¯ Sacramento Regional
¯ West Sacramento
¯ Stockton
¯ Tracy
¯ Modesto ¯
¯ Redding .. ....
¯ Red Bluff ,:. ¯ ¯

Water Quality Problem Areas for Parameters of Concern            ~ ,:~

[Work in Progress]                                .

This section will include a comparison of water quality parameter target ranges and measured levels
of parameters, Exceedences of target ranges that occur within the Delta, Sacramento and San
Joaquin rivers will be identified.

Current Programs

[Work in Progress]

There are current programs through the Regional Water Quality Control Boards and the Coast Guard
to regulate and control discharges. " . ~: ~o.

Effectiveness of Current Programs

[Work in Progress]

The effectiveness of the current RWQCB programs at limiting loadings of municipal discharges to
the Delta is thought to be very high. However, the effectiveness of the programs to control boat
dischai~ges is unknown.

Priority Actions to Reduce Impacts of Municipal and Industrial Discharges

Action-23: Control discharges of domestic wastes from boats within the Delta and its
tributaries by more extensive enforcement of existing regulations.

Expected Benefits: The main benefit will be the reduction in pathogen loading from point source
discharges near water supply intakes and in recreational areas.

WASTE.WPD
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Other Considerations: It is unknown what impact the current discharges have on water quality. The
method of implementing this action might be to provide additional boats and manpower to carry out
enforcement and educational activities.

Other Actions to Reduce Impacts of Municipal and Industrial Discharges

[Work in Progress]

Action 24: Reduce water quality parameters of concern loadings to the Delta and its tributaries
by treating a portion of upstream municipal wastewater effluent in wetlands.

Expected Benefits: Wetlands that treat domestic wastewater:have b~n de~monstrated to reduce
metals and nutrients in the discharge......~".:’i:-i ’:.                                                   ."~¯

Other Considerations: Wetlands treatment may increase the. concentration to Total organ}all:Carbon
(TOC) in the effluent. From a practical standpoint this action will only apply to thosediSchargers
on the Sacramento River including Sacramento Regional, We~t S~acramento, and Stockton and Tracy
in the southern Delta. Wetlands may concentrate parameters of eoncern.

Action 25: Reduce point source water quality parameters of concern loadings to the Delta and
its tributaries through cost effective control of industrial and municipal wastewater discharges.
Methods may include encouragement of pollu~n~ credit trading.

Expected Benefits: The major benefit that is expected from this program is the reduction in metals
from other discharges such as mines.

Other Considerations: The California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA) has a position
paper in favor of pollution credittrading, and. ~:O~y~loped a proposed program.

Action 27: :Reduce point source, water parameters of concern loadings to the Delta and its
tributaries through control of industrial and municipal wastewater discharges. Methods may
include incentives: for reclamation and reuse.

Expected t~enefits:-Under th~iprogram there would be a percentage reduction in pollutant loading
equal tothe amount of reclaimed water used.

Other Considerations: From ~ practical standpoint this action would apply only to those dischargers
on the Sacramento River including Sacramento Regional, West Sacramento, and Stockton and Tracy
in the southern Delta. This action could also reduce the amount of water withdrawn from the system
at those locations by ~?eplacing the amount of treated water used for uses replaced by reclamation.

Compatibility With On-Going Programs

It is the stated policy of the State of California that both the elimination of boat discharges, and the
reduction of pollutant loading are goals. Water reclamation is a long term goal in California.

WASTE.WPD
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IMPROVEMENTS TO DOMESTIC
WATER TREATMENT FACILITIES

(Actions 26, 28A, 28B)

Goal

The goal of these actions is to maintain and improve water quality in the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta (Delta) to protect domestic water supplies as a beneficial use ....

Objective

The objective of these actions is to improve water treatment teclinology and Go improve source water
quality conditions in the Delta.                      ~ ~

Geographic Scope ::~ .. ~...

The water utilities that will be considering improvements ’t6 their treatment technology range
throughout the State and Federal water project area in Alameda, Contra Costa, Napa, Solano, Santa
Clara, San Joaquin, Fresno, Kings, Kern, Los Angeles,..Ventura, Orange, Riverside, San Bemardino,
and San Diego Counties. The areas where improve~n~ to source water quality are desired are in the
Delta, primarily at or near the North Bay AquedUct~Rock Slough, Mallard Slough, Old River,
Clifton Court Forebay, and the Tracy Pumping Plant:

Parameters of Concern to Domestic Water Agencies

¯ Bromide
¯ Nutrients (Nitrate)
¯ Total Organic Carbon .::, .¯ Pathogens -
¯ Salinity(TDS) : "
¯ Turbidity

Estimated Parameters ,of Concern Loadings to Domestic Water Utility Intakes

[Work in Progress]

Water Quality Problem Areas for Parameters of Concern

[Work in Progress]

The~tw0 .major problem constituents are Total Organic Carbon (TOC) and bromide. TOC is a
potential problem when it is above 2 rag/L, and a major problem when it is above 4 mg/L. Bromide
is a minor problem when it is above 50 ppb, and a major problem when it is above 150 ppb.

Water supply intake, areas within the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta are the primary areas of concern.

WATER.WPD
12/4/96
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This section will include a comparison of water quality parameter target ranges and measured levels
of parameters. Exceedences of target ranges that occur within the Delta, Sacramento and San
Joaquin river basins will be identified.

Current Programs

[Work in Progress]

Currently, numerous water agencies are evaluating ways to upgrade their treatment facilities as
detailed in Actions 26 and 28 below. There are no current operational pr~g~gms to:improve source

[Work in Progress]

Water quality has improved in those water utilities that have undertaken improvements to treatment
technology

Priority Actions to Improve Domestic Water Quality

No actions where identified as Priority Actions for this ~goal.

Other Actions to Improve Domestic Water Quality

Action 26: Reduce the formation of disinfection by-products, and their concentration in the
domestic water supply, resulting from .the use of chlorine in water treatment plants.
Conversion of facilities from chlorine to ozone would serve to reduce the formation of
disinfection by-products. ::: .         ,.. -

Expected Benefits: The use 0fozone versus chlorine, as a primary disinfectant, would reduce the
formation and concentration of disinfection by-products.

Other Considerations: Elevated bromide concentrations as a result of sea water intrusion would
present a problem with theuse of ozone because of the formation of bromate.

Action 28A: Improve treated drinking water quality parameters of concern by providing
incentives for the addition of enhanced coagulation, ozone, granular activated carbon filtration
and/or membrane filtration facilities to the water systems treating water from the Delta.

Exisected Benefits: These potential changes to treatment facilities will improve drinking water
quality.

Other Considerations: Some existing facilities may not be able to retrofit would these technologies
because of the age, location and configuration of the water treatment plants.

WATER.WPD
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Action 28B: Improve source water quality parameters of concern at domestic water supply
intakes, as identified in the geographic scope, by reducing Delta Island discharges that are
high in TOC or other compounds that impact source water quality, or by relocating water
supply intakes to areas that are not influenced by those discharges.

Expected Benefits: Improvement in source water quality will improve treated drinking water quality
and lower the cost of treatment.

Other Considerations: Reducing Delta Island discharges may have an adverse impact on Delta
agriculture.

Compatibility With On-Going Programs

Improvements to drinking water treatment plant technology will not impact other programs in the
Delta, but will have a cost impact on domestic water users. Reductiori of Delta Island discharges or
relocation of water supply intakes may have an adverse impact on Delta agriculture that could
require mitigation.

"’ " " ¯ WATER.WPD
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REDUCTION IN PARAMETER OF CONCERN
CONCENTRATIONS TO THE SAN JOA QUIN RIVER B Y THE

ADDITION OF DILUTION WATER
(Actions 2, 3, 4, S, 6, 7)

Goal

The goal of these actions is to maintain or improve water quality in the Sacramento2San Joaquin
Delta (Delta) so that all beneficial uses are protected (e.g. municipal, industrial and agricultural water
supply, recreation, fish and wildlife).

The objective of these actions is to reduce the concentration of watei~quality parameters pfc0ncern
by the addition of dilution water from one or more sources tothe San Joaquin River.

The area for these actions is primarily the San Joaquin River watershed area. These actions are
designed to reduce the concentration of water quality parameters of concern entering the Delta and
its tributaries from the San Joaquin Valley during 19w flow:pey!0ds by acquiring dilution water
(50,000 to 100,000 acre feet).

Parameters of Concern

¯ Boron

¯ Carbofuraia

¯ Diazinon
¯ Bromide

¯ SAR

¯ .Nutrients (Nitrate)

Estimated Parameter of Concern Loadings

[Work in Progress]
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Water Quality Problem Areas for Parameters of Concern

[Work in Progress]

The main problem area is in the San Joaquin River from Vernalis downstream to the Delta. This
section will include a comparison of water quality parameter target ranges and measured levels of
parameters. Exceedences of target ranges that occur within the Delta, Sacramento, and San Joaquin
rivers will be identified.

Current Programs

Currently there are no dilution water addition programs in this watershed.

Effectiveness of Current Programs            ’ .

[Work in Progress]

Dilution Actions to Reduce the Impacts of~Targeted Parameters of Concern

No actions were identified as priority actions,f0r this goal.

Other Dilution Actions to Reduce Impacts of Targeted Parameters of Concern

Action 2: Reduce the concentration of water quality parameters of concern entering the Delta
and its tributaries during low flow periods by acquiring dilution water (50,000 to 100,000 acre-
feet) from willing sellers. Action is primai!ily.targeted at the San Joaquin River.

Expected,~Ben6fits: The benefit aiid this actiofl Would be to provide dilution water to the San Joaquin
River duringiow flow periods tO improve the water quality in the lower San Joaquin River and the
Delta.

Other Considerations: ~Presumably the Original use for this water would either have to be eliminated
or a supplemental water S:o!~r~eigupply found.

Action 3: Reduce the concentration of water quality parameters of concern entering the Delta
and its tributaries during low flow periods by acquiring dilution water (50,000 to 100,000 acre-
feet). Water would be acquired by providing incentives for more efficient water management
of dams, including reservoir re-operation. Action is primarily target primarily at the San
Joaquin River.

Expected Benefits: This action would have the same expected benefits as Action 2.

Other Considerations: Presumably the best opportunities for this option would be from those
reservoirs on streams tributary to the San Joaquin River.

DILUTION.WPD
12/4/96

-2-

C--03701 4
(3-037014



Action 4: Reduce the concentration of water quality parameters of concern entering the Delta
and its tributaries during low flow periods by acquiring dilution water (50,000 to 100,000 acre-
feet) through urban water conservation. Action is primary targeted at the San Joaquin River.
Conservation might be achieved through use of incentives for implementation of best
management practices by more suppliers and water users. Implementation of the action may
reduce demand for existing water and may make dilution water available (including transfers),
especially on the San Joaquin River.

.Expected Benefits: This action would have the same expected benefits as Actions 2 and 3.

O er Considerations: The water utilizes that may be subject to this either be e×isting
State or Federal water project contractors or other utilities that take wat~i~[~dy,from the system.
An example of implementing this action may include water conservati~)n in the Sacramento to
provide water for transfer to the San Joaquin River.                ~    ": ~’:~

Action 5: Reduce the concentration of water quality parameters of concern entering the Delta
and its tributaries during low flow periods by acquiring dilution water (50,000 to 100,000 acre-
feet) through greater use of reclaimed wastewater. Action is primarily targeted at the San
Joaquin River. Reclamation projects could include: recharge :groundwater, use for
agricultural irrigation, recycling and treating for potable or n0n-p0table urban, use of grey
water, and storage for use in meeting X2 standards~ Reclamation programs would focus on
facilities that currently discharge treated wastewater to salt sinks or other degraded bodies of
water that are not reusable.

Expected Benefits: This action would have the same expected benefits as Actions 2, 3, and 4..

Other Considerations: The greatest opportunity~ for reclamation in State and Federal water project
areas is probably in the Sacr~}~e_nto metropolit~. ,,~ ~.. and.. San Francisco Bay areas.

Action 6:: Reduce the concentration of water quality parameters of concern entering the Delta
and its tributaries by treating agricultural drainage and releasing it during periods of low flow
for dilution purposes.

Expected Benefits:
¯ Dilution to reduce concentrations of parameters of concern.
¯ Removal of parameters of concern loads from a portion of agricultural drainage.

Other Considerations:
¯ Treatment of agricultural drainage for removal of principal parameters of concern has not been

demonstrated.
¯ Potentialfor removal of pesticides by "in-field treatment" has been demonstrated for the special

case of rice, which provides something like wetlands treatment.
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Action 7: Reduce the concentration of water quality parameters of concern entering the Delta
and its tributaries during low flow periods by acquiring additional dilution water through
enhanced seasonal recharge and development of additional groundwater supplies. Water
would be used for dilution, especially on the San Joaquin River.

Expected Benefits: This action would have the same expected benefits as Actions 2, 3, 4, and 5.

Other Considerations: One of the candidate areas for development of additional groundwater
supplies may include the Sacramento Valley. Discharge of ground water to the Sacramento River
for later diversion into the Delta Mendota Canal and release to the Mendota Pool is an example.

Compatibility With On-Going Programs ......

[Work in Progress]

Provision of "new" water for dilution in the San Joaquin River will impact one ormore of the
existing water users, and it may conflict with existing uses.

DILUTION.WPD
12/4/96

-4-

C--037016-
C-037016



SUPPLEMENTAL
INFORMATION

(
CALFED/3 8 3

~03701 7
C-037017



ri cu Itu ral rai n
Nectuction. Program
Helping farmers to reduce drainage

L June 1989 ~-’~
_ .    ’ ’ ~:~ ~.i~.,." Dr~ve
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Pr_o_oject Sites

| ~, T.U£}LUMN ~"

~ ~o. ~~ .-

JOSE      .

~ Rm~ugh F~SNO

~ FRESNO

We~side R~oume Conse~atlon Di~ri~

H~rfis Fa~s~e~lands W~ter Di=d=

O’Neill Far~estlands Water Dl~rl~
Davis Fa~Ing~roadview Water DistH=

Trl-Fa~l~nds Water Di~ri~
Echeveste~roadvlew Wate~ Dl=ri~

P~noche W~er Dl~rf~     _

Cen~ C~lifomla Irrigation Di~rl~ & other
local w=er distri=s

Broadvlew Water Di~ri~

Murrieta Farms, Mendot~CDFA

~mtch of San JoaquinR~edUSGS

Panoche Water Dl=ri=
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Westside RCD Program

WESTSIDE RESOITRCE CONSRRVA- Spe~c~y,
TION DIST~ ~s on-f~ cost- fo~o~ ~sks:
~g ~plemcnta~on pro~ is
h~p~g p~pa~g ~ow~s e~uate ~ Field assessm~t
~ ~s~ ~gafion s~t~s ~d ~gafion;
~gaflon m~ement practices. Based
on ~ ~fion, ~co~endafions for ~ ~e-~ga~on ~ua~on;
s~ed~g ~d i~gaflon m~g~t
~prov~t ~e p~o~ded. ~e p~o~ ~ Post-pl~g ~ga~on e~uafion;

operated ~ coop~afion ~ West-           ~d
1~ds Water

~odu~on of a ~ ~o~.

Wi~ ea~ m~, a ~po~ is ~ to ~e
grow~ ~ recommenda~ons. ~ga-
fion schedul~g is p~o~ded to ~e ~ow~
~ou~out ~e ~gauon season.
S~ed~g repots ~e ~ven to ~e
~ower ~ a ~dy ~ner so ~co~-
dafions c~ be ~co~om~d ~to subse-
quit ~gafion even~.

Location
Wesflands Water District

Contractor         ""
Westside Resource Conser-
vation District

Cost
$310.000 per year:
$i I0,000 cost to the State &
$200,000 from the WRCD:
cooperating growers contrib-
ute an additional sum of ¯ ¯
about $300,000

DEC-05-1996 88:39 916 243 1654 97Z. P. 19
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Emerging Irrigation
Technology

This on-farm project is demonstrating Four irrigation systems are being tested.
emerging irrigation tec1"mologies to re- These are:
duce applied water and drainage. ..

A 40-acre low-energy precision ap-
plication (LEPA) irrigation system;

A 40-acre subsurface drip irflga-
don system;

/~ A 40-acre furrow system with
improved management of timing
and amount of the irrigation; and

A 40-acre fun-ow system managed
according to prevailing irrigation
practices.

This project is monitorLug:

Quantity and quality ofin-Jgation
water applied and resulting drain-
age flows;

/~ Quadity of ground water md
ground water elevations; and

Soft salinity, soft moisture, and
crop yield.

Location The results of this study will form the
Harris Farms basis for recommendations on system
Wesflands Water District performance and hTigation management

to reduce water use and drainage flows,
Contractor

Boyle Engineering

Cost
$300,000 over three years

0--037021
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! proved Fm urrow
Irrigation

This on-farm project demonstrates howAt the O’NetU Farm, contro1~ed volume-
to reduce applied h-figatton water and tolevel furrows technology a~d irrigation
increase irrigation efficiency and distri- management are being used with the
bution unffo~ntty while maintaining or following concepts:
increasing yield levels. This is done by
applying advanced technology, innova-/X Laser-leveled zero slope furrows;
tire concepts, and automation systems
to furrow irrigation management. /~ Center-fed furrows and short fur-

rows;

Pressure control systems;

Automated shut-off of the irriga-
tion system: and

/X Automatic set changes.

At Davis Farming, surge flow/torpedo
technology and irrigation management
are being used w~th the following con-
cepts:

Short furrows and gated pipe;

Run-off feedback and tail water
management; and

Location ~ Automated set changes and soft
O’Neill Farm moisture monitoring.
Wesflands Water District

For both fields, quantity and quality of
Davis Farming irrigation and drainage water, water
Broadview Water District table, z-u_n-off, soft moisture, and soft

’ salinity are being monitored. Results of
(Each field is 160 acres) this study will be used to develop recom-

mendations for improved management of
Contractor furrow hTigation systems.

De]lava.lie Laboratory, Inc.

Cost                                         ,,                 ’ "
$253,300 over three years
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Shallow Ground Water
Management

These two 160-acre-field on-farm studiesAt Echeveste, a new drainage system
have been designed to monitor and man-with relatively shallower drain depths
age shallo~ ground elevation for two will be installed. The plan is to differen-
reasons. One is to control the water tiate and drain the upper layer of shal-
table as a viable source of moisture for low ground water, which is lower in
crop evapot~anspiration demand. Thesalinity and selenium.
other is to differentiate the shallow por-
tion of ground water (less in total dis- At T~i-Farm, the existing tile drain will be
solved salts and selenium) from the modified by installing flow-control valves.
deeper portion (with relatively higher The valves will allow the lowering or
total dissolved salts and selenium). ~islng of the water table by dosing ar

opening the valves respectively. This
practice may allow use of ground water
by crops since the water table can be
managed at the root zone. For both
fields, extensive work includes:

/"- Monitoring in-igafions and evaluat-
ing irrigation distribution uniform-
ity and irn’gation efficiency;,

/~ Monitoring quantity and quality of
irrigation water, drainage flows,
taft water, and run-off;

z~ Monitoring shallow ground water
depth, fluctuation, and quality;

Location /~ Monito~ing salinity, selenium.
Tri-Fann boron, and molybdenum in in-iga-
Wesflands Water District tion and drainage flows as well as

in shallow ground water;
Echeveste
Broadview Water District /’~ Monitoring soft salinity and soft
(Will start at the end of 1989) moisture status; and

Cont~acto~ ’ ~ Monitoring crop yield and quality.
JMLord. Inc.

For both fields, data ~ be compared
Cost with the historical data on quality aud

$175,000 over three years quantity ofwat~ use and drainage flows~
Recommendations Will be made on the
feasibility and economics of such sys-
tems.

9.!.~ 243, 1~;4 977. P.22
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Irrigation Efficiency &
Regional Subsurface

Drainage Flows
This study is designed to identify rela- The on-farm study is being conducted
tionships among irrigation efficiency, over the entire area of the water district
drainage volumes, land elevation, crop to:
type, and soft type. The study will iden-
tify geographic areas where irrigation ~ Identify relationships among irri-
management improvement and technol- gation efficiency, drainage vol-
ogy transfer can reduce drainage within umes, land elevation, crop type,
and outside of the district, and soft type:

Identify drainage water originated
on-farm versus Lateral subsurface
flow originating upslope;

/~ Correlate drain flows with irriga-
tion or rainfall events both within

’ and upslope of the study area; and

~ Model the water balance for the
region studied based on the knowl-
edge of crop, soil, irrigation effi-
(/ency. water use, drain flows, and
hydraulic gradients for Lateral
ground water flow.

Quality and quantity of the irrigation
and drainage water are also being moni-

Location toted.Panoche Wate.T District

Contractor
Panoche Water District in
cooperation with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture/
Agricultural Research Serv-
ice

Cost
$171,000 over three years

916 24:3 16S4 97Z P.23
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Water Conservation
 nator

This project involves developing, coordi-The water conservation coordinator is
nat.Lug, and implementing on-farm waterdevelbping both educational and irnplem-

. conservation programs for eight irdga- entatlon programs, to help growers im-
tlon districts in the San Joaquin Valley prove their in-igafion management prac-
drainage problem area. rices. The programs will be implemented

according to the specific needs of each
district.

Educational activities consist of:

A newsletter, The New Irrigator,
that is being marled to the growers
in the areal. This newsle~er ad-
dresses important soft-water-crop-
production relationships, efficient
in-igatlon practices, when to in-i-
gate, how much water to apply,
and how to modify ir~gation prac-
rices; and

~ Seminars that are tailored to ira-
proving water conservation meth-
ods for the specific needs of each
district based on their irrigation
systems, crops, and softs.

Location Irnplementation programs include:
Cen~al California Irrigation
District,. Broadview Water Dis- ~ Close work and cooperation be-
trict, Firebaugh Canal Water tween the districts and growers on
District, Grassland Water Dis- water conservation measures such
trict, Panoche Drainage Dis- as taft water re-use systems, use of
trier. Panoche Water District, gated pipes, use of soft moisture
San Luis Canal, and San Luis information to determine when to
Water District irrigate and how much water to ’

apply, and improvements of e~st-
Contractor ing irrigation systems.

Central California Irrigation
District

Cost
$225.000 over three years
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Tiered-Block Water
Pricing

The objective of this study is to test the Broadview Water District is assembling
effectiveness of tiered-block water pricingbaseline data on the district’s historic
in reducing irrigation water use withoutwater use a~d drainage flow by crop.
reducing the crop yleld.

Th.e water district researchers are moni-
Based on the crop and soil of the grower,toring crop water use and drainage water
certain seasorml water use is priced at aquality a_ud quantity for the 1989 £rriga-
f~xed rate. If a grower uses more than don season under:
the predetexmin." ed amount of water, he
must pay a much higher rate for each /~ The regular pricing system; and
extra unit of water. This method does
not ILrnit the water supply to the grower ix~ A tiered-block water pricing
but requires the grower to pay for use of method with a 250-percent higher
excess water, price than the regular pricing

system for water used in excess of
crop need.

The results of this study will determine
the effectiveness of tiered-block water
pricing on reducing the amount of water
applied,

Location         "
Broadview Water District

Contractor
Broadview Water District

Cost
$50,000 over two years

2.43 1~;54 977. P.2S
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Agroforestry

The feasibility of agroforestzy (eucalyptusThe Califomla Department of Food and
trees and atriplex plants) to reduce sa-Agriculture is:
line drainage and to lowez the water
table is being studied. In this study, /X Conducting water and salt balance
drainage water from a 28-acre euca~yp- studies in 28-acres of eucalyptus
ms plot is being used to irrigate atriplex and 5-acres of atriplex plants;
plants.

~ Estimating the actual evapot~an-
sptration;

Monitoring ir~gatton quantity and
qua~ty;

/X IVfonitoring subsurface flows of
water and salt; and

Assessing overa~lwater and sadt
balance in the experh~ental sites
taking into account surface water
inputs, lateral inflows and out-
flows, surface z’an-off, evapotran-
spiratlon, tile drainage, rise or fall
of shallow g~ound watex, and
changes in soft water content.

Location
Mu_rfieta Farms, Mendota

Contractor
California DepazC.ment
of Food and Agriculture

Cost
$93,863 over three years

DEC-05-1996 08:42 916 243 ’1~554 97~. P.26
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G r o u n d Wat e r
Contrib ti t th
San Joaquin River

R is beh~d ~e S~ Joaq~ ~ is ~e USGS is conduc~g data co~ec~on
~e major so~ce of tot~ ~ssolved solids, ~d ~ysis. ~e project acd~des
boron, s~~, ~d o~ consd~ent elude:
loa~ to ~e sou~ D~tm po~on of
~e Bay-Delta EsPy. However, ~e ~ ~s~adon of obs~adon w~s to
is no a~e~t reg~ ~e ~g~tude a dep~ of up to i00 feet at PaPer-
ed qu~ of subs~ace water ~at son, Crows ~d~, ~d
~~y seeps do--slope ~d ~ds up
~ ~e S~ Joaq~ ~v~. ~ Collection of dam on ~ter table

~e~don, soft ~e, hyd~c
~ough ~s project does not spe~- conducd~, hydmu~c ~adi~t,
c~ly ~d~ess a~tur~ dr~age, it ~ver s~ag~, ~d ~n~
has be~ designed to estate man-
-de ~d qu~ of ~ound wat~ flows to ~ Mo~to~g ~ound water for com-
~e n~ ~d to dev~op a ~o-d~- prehen~ ~or~c ~e~c~s,
sion~ cross-sccUon mode. ~ud~ ~ce el~ts;

Es~a~g gro~d water ~o~ to
~e dv~ at ea~ site ~om obs~-
~ ~adients, p~eabfli~, ~d
flow ~oss-secdon;

Develop~g a ~o d~ension~
cmss-secUon model for ea~ site;
~d

/~ Integrating the findings to estimate
quantity and quality of flows to the

Location river.
A 19-mile-long reach..of the river
stretching from the town of Patter-
son through Crows Landing to

Contractor
United States Geologica2
Survey {USGS)

Cost
$140.000 over two years
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Load/Flow
Relationships

The obJecUves of this project ar~ to study Spec~c work to be performed Lucludes:
and identify relationships between irriga-
tion practices and the quantity and ~ Collecting existing and-new data
quality of drainage water as well as the on irrigation and drainage flows;
relationship between quantity and qual-
ity of drainage water. An existLng drain-/’~ Analyzing data to identify relation-
age model will be modified and used for ships between irrigation practices
on-farm and regional prediction put- and quantity and quality of drain-
poses. The effect of deep-well pumping age water;
on the hydrology of shallow ground water
also will be studied. /~ Analyzing data to identify relation-

ships betweeh drainage quantity
The Water Conservation Office is in the and drainage quality. This in-
process of developing a contract with dudes load (mass) of selenium,
Panoche Water District. molybdenum, boron, and .salinity

in drainage water;

/~ Incorporating current knowlddge of
solute chemistry and drainage
models into a simulation mode!;
and

Modeling drainage load/flow rela-
tionships for simulation purposes
on a field scale as well as on a
regional scile.

Location
Panoche Water District

Contractor
Panoche Water District

Cost
$185,000 over three years

DEC-OS-199& 88:42 916 243 1&54 977. P.28
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Weed Pest Management

The most widely practiced form of weed control is cultural, which does not involve herbi-
rides. Flooding of rice fields is universal in California, and it is the most effective way t~
control many weeds. Tillage before rice planting can also be he]pful. Timely planting and
rapid establishment of rice plants at the proper spacing suppresses weeds by eliminating
the space and light that weeds need to grow. California rice farmers are proficient at these
techniques of controlling weeds, having perfected efficient methods for planting rice
directly onto flooded fields. However, several aquatic weeds can still grow under con-
~nuously flooded conditiors, so further efforts by the farmer axe necessar7.

At a somewhat greater cost, ohher nonchemidEl contr61 measures axe avafl~ib]e. A small
market for organically grown rice has supposed t_he efforts of some ~armers in deve!oping
these methods to a great extent Crop rotation with fallow or nonflooded crops, such as corn
or beans, is helpful in some instances because it provides time for some of the seeds shed by
the previous seasons’ aquatic weeds to die off. This can be expensive because most good
rice soils are diHicult to 9arm economically with other crops, and the farmer must own or
lease equipment to farm the other crops. Mainh~ning a deeper flood on the field helps
suppress weeds, but requi~es higher levees as well as additional management and water.

At a ~elatively lower cos%, ~armers can control weeds with a variety of sdective herbicides
(chen~cals tl~at, at a prescribed concentration, kill weeds but not rice). A number o£ effective
chemicals have been used by rice farmers over the years. Some have been found ~ harm
other crop plants (MCPA and propardl), or are too mobile in groundwater and surface
water ~bentazon), and some have been or are being, removed tfom use. Corresponding
zestric~dons for use have been imposed. To avoid conflict with san.~tive crops, propanil and
MC.PA use has been ~eographically restricted. Bentazon use has been forbidder~ Other
herbicides are organic compounds that break down over time, do not have mobility or
toxidey problems, and have assodatad management practi~as that have been deve!oped to
ensure that they do no% pollute water supplies.

The management practices minindzin~ the deleterious effects of rice herbicides are based on
the following general approach:

¯ Define acceptable concentrations for the protection of human healfl~ and aquatic
wildlife resources.

¯ Reduce concentrations in waterways to leve!s at or be!ow acceptable concentrations by
applying herbiddes a% appropriate za~-~ or allowing time for their breakdown within
the rice field before..any water is re!eased into waterways.

Herbiddes used in California rice p~oduction and their regulatory status aze presented in
Table 3-2. Tridorpyr is a new herbidde available for use in the 1996 growing season.

Herbicides are applied 4¢~rin~; ~-ariou~.staSes oFthe-~zowth cycle o~_Re rice plant. Molina~e
can be applied from preflooding through initial tillering (sprouting of multiple stems~from
each plant). Thiobencazb can be applied ae post-en’m_~gence through initial filleting: MCPA
is applied ~ tiller initiation through panicle initiation (Flint, et al., 1992).

Figure 3-I indicates the evolution of water quality criteria and performance goals for
molinate and thiobencazb ~om 1981 through 1995. As knowledge has been gained about
the sensitivi~ o~ fish species, the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) has

RDD1001S67C, DOC 3.3
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GHAPTER 3"-WA1~’R QUAD’W IN RELA~ION T~ ROE FARMING

I~ecdcides and herbicides are cozm’Aonly applied at some phase of ~ice production to
~aBe pes~. ~e ~se o~ ~ ~c~ M ~ded to con~ol d~a~ pes~ ~d
c~pe~g p~nt spe~es. H~ever, if not propel7 m~d, ~ey c~ ca~e d~etedous
eHe~ to nont~et a~ ~d p]~ ~ j~p~4ize h~ he~. ~oz ~e ~o~,
env~o~t~ re~ato~ ag~d~ s~ ~ ~ U~led S~t~ ~o~~ ~otecfion
A~n~ ~.S. ~A) ~d ~e ~fo~a State Water ~so~c~ Con~ol Bo~d (SWRCB)
~ou~ ~e Cen~ V~y ~e~o~ Wat~ ~ C~ol Bo~d ~WQ~) fortunate
wat~ q~ c~t~a, ~v~ ba~ ply, ~d go~ for ~ protec~on of a~c ~fe and
h~ ~ ~e C~o~ Dep~t of P~dde Re,don ~PR) ~ ~e ~ad age~
for pestle re~aaon ~ C~a. DPR is requ~ed by ~1ffo~a ~w ~o
reg~ate ~e ~e 6f pd~dd~ ~fl prot~ pub~c~ ~ s~y pfd~d~g ~on-
m~y ~d p~[ ~ag~nt ~ese ~te~a, s~d~, go~;~ re~a~o~ govern
pesfidde ~e by ~e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~o meet ~e du~ go~s of ~fecfive pest ~ag~t
~d en~o~1 ~e~.

Anima~ P~t ~anagemenl

~e p~ a~ p~ of rice ~ Califo~a ~e mdp~e s~p, =a~, ~ce wa~er
w~vil, leaf ~, ~d~, ~y wor~, ~d le~pp~s. Serial ~ca~ ~ be appHed
~o con~ ~ese p~ts ~d ~e ~age. Co--on ~e~ddes used on spe~c~get
rice pes~s ~ C~o~a ~ ~e~ re~a~ sta~ ~e presen[ed ~ Table

7AB~ 34
Inse=~{des Us8d i~ R~ce Cu~iva~0n in CaIif0m~a

Chem~=~I Name 7arBor Pe~ Status

Ca~ofumn Ri=s ~ter weevil Register~ readied ~

Malmhion Midges R~gistered, m~ed by label

Methyl pa~thion Tadpole shrimp, midges Registered, re~6~ed ~e

Copper sulfate Tadpole shrimp Regi~emd, restri~ed by I~el

Malathion and copper s~lfate are the only fially registered insecHcides with no spatial
restrictions for Californ~ rice. The DPR has placed restrictions on the other corn.monly used
ir~ectiddes. Restrictions n~y include holding time " .li~ts for discharge water, a permit from
the County Agricultural Commissioner to possess or use the pestidde, and limitation of the
land area that can be treated. Ca~bofuran’s registration has been extended through the 1996
growing season; however, it will not be renewed for 1997. Growers ~Rl nevertheless be able
to use available stocks of earbofuran during 1997.

The most intense period of insect and invertebrate pest management is the period between
sowing the rice seed and the stand establishment. Carboburan, used for control of rice water
weevil, is applied_prior.to field.flooding er within ~.he first 6 week~of.~i~d establishment
Other inseddddes (malathion, methyl parathion, and copper sulfate) for controlling tadpole
shrimp amd rice seed m~dges are also applied kn %he initial s~ages of stand development to
avoid economic losses of the  rop.

RDD100156?CJ~OC 3-2
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CH~PTE-R 3---W,~TI~ QU~UI~IN R~J~llON TO RI~E

required lower maximum levels of molinate and ~hiobencarb in agricultural drains.
Research on rice water and weed managem~atr as well as rapid adop~on of the new
technologies by rice farmers, are aimed at meeting this chalIenge of protecting water
quality. The rice farmers’ success in this regard is discussed in the Water Quality
Monitoring and Compliance with Performance Goals section.

T~L~ 3-2
Herbicides Used in Rice Cul~ation h Califomia

Chemical Name Target Pest Status

Bensulfuron methyl Broadleaf,-sedges ¯ l~egistere~, Testricte~ bylabel - ¯

Molinate Grass weeds Registered, restricted use

Thiobencarb Broadleaf, sedges, grass Registered, restricted use
weeds

MCPA Broadleaf, sedges Registered, restricted use

2,4,D Broadleaf, sedges Registered, restricted use
Fenoxaprop Broadleaf Registered, restricted by label

Pmpanil Broadleaf, sedges, grass Reg~ered, restr~ted use

Trlclo.rpyr Boadleaf Registration under public notice

Bensulfuron methyl and fenoxaprop are currency the only b21]y registered herbicides
without any special restrictions for Califorrda dee. However, weed resistance to
bensulfuron methyl has developed, and this has reduced its usefullness in California rice
production. Use of MC_PA and 2,4,D is limited to certain areas because these chemicals can
damage other ~pes of crops.

The pesticides used in rice production are broken down by natural mechanisms. A principal
mechanism is biodegradatioru When rice fields are flooded, oxygen flow into the soil is
greatly reduced. Below the surface half-inch of soft, microbes rapidly deplete oxygen and
begin to seek other compounds for respiration, including sulfur, nitrogen, iron, and
manganese. This layering creates a wide range of chemical m~d microbial conditions that
are ideal for breaking down organic compounds like rice herbicides. The extent of destruc-
tion depends on how fast these conditions are created and how long they exist. Microbes
work well at high water temperatures that are favored by relatively littld inflow of fresh,
cool irrigation water. Reducing or eliminating flow out of the rice field keeps herbidde in
the field where microbe.s in the soft and the water can degrade it over timel Figure 3-2 "
shows that after 7 to I0" days, herbicide concentrations are reduced by 80 ~o 90 percent for
all but MCPA. Nevertheless, MCPA levels in return flow have not been a problem.

Several methods have been developed to retain water on flooded fields to aid in herbidde
breakdown. Chapter 2 descr~es the ~losed anc~bnven~ional systems and presents a
breakdown of the percentage of rice acreage using each system within the rice producing
counties.

Prior to 1980, water retention by the closed or conventional systems was rare. Installation of
recirculation systems for subsfantial acreage is an indication of the commii~nent of rice
farmers’ resources to water quality (see Chapter 2). For example, the increase in holding
times for tailwaters containing molinate from 4 days (posbapplicatlon) in 1983 to the
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GMAPTER ~-WAT~R QUAU’f’f IN nELATION TO RIGE FARMIN~

could cause a threat to aquatic life. As a result of the fish losses and the monitoring results
through the early 1980s, the DPR initiated the Rice Pesficide Control Program in 1984 to
manage and regulate the d~scharge of pesticides fi~m rice fields.

Findings by CDFG and RWQCB further moved the SWRCB to con1~ac~ for sdenti~c stuc~es
to develop a %0xici~r database and %0 suggest limits for pesticide levels in the Valley’s rivers
and agricultural drains.

A review of information on toxicity of molinate and thiobencarb was conducted by the
SWRCB (1990). This review was wed to develop specific water quality criteria and
performance goals fo~ those herbicides. The CDFG has also ree.en_tiy, eom.pleted hazard
assessments for the insecticide~’earbofuran, ~lalathio~,’~nd methyl, parathion. The results of
these investigations support the RWQCB recommended performahce goals on the basis of
studies by the CDFG laboratory and a review of the toxici~ literatu~ (Finlayson, pets.
comm., 1992). Presently, the performance goals for the five rice pesticides are only targets
and are not enforceable.

In 1990, the RWQCB amended T/~ Waft" QuaZif9 Confrol Plan (Basin Plan) for the Central
Valley" Region. The Basin Plan prohibited the discharge of irrigation refurn flows containing
molinate, thiobencarb, carbofuran, malathion, and methyl parathion unless a F, WQCB-
approved management practice is followed. Proposed management practices are intended
to control pesticide concentra~dons in refurn flows from rice fields so that specific
performance goals are met. The RWQCB is currently working on amendments %0 the
exis~ng Basin Plan that would establish enforceable water quali~y objectives by 1997.

The DPR continues to submit yearly rice pesticide control program results and proposed
managemenf practices for these pesticides to meet the RWQCB performance goals.
Irrigation water-holding dines, guidelines for emergency releas.es, and voluntary limits on
acreage treated are examples of current rice pesticide management practices.

Water Quality Monitorin9 and Compliance with Performance Goals
Since the early 1980s, major accomplishmenf~ have been made in reducing the pesticide and
herbicide concentrations in rice fie!d drains. Through voluntary and regulatory programs,
the Sacramento Valley rice growers have been successful in significantly reducing the tom1
pesticide loadings into the major drains and the Sacramen%o River. As a result of these
reductions in rice pesticide loadings, residuals are well below public health criteria (no
known instances of a threat to human health have been experienced). Potential fl%reats to
aquatic life should be further minimized by ongoing e/forts to improve water quality.

The RWQCB is charged with protection of water quality in California’s rice g~owing regioru
This has included erfforcemen~ of primary water quality criteria for protection of public
health and secondary criteria for water quality, and ~ste and odor. These criferia are
established 5y-the-U.S..F_2A an4 theCalifornia-Departmenf.ef Health Services (DHS). The
CDFG is similarly responm"ole for protection of fish and wildlife resources. These agencies ~
define safe levels of poilu%ants, inc!uding pesticides, in California’s waters and also monitor
these pollutants to ensure compliance.

As a result of fish kills in the early 1980s, the DPR (formerly a part of the California
Department of’Food and Agriculture), the City of Sacramen%0, RWQCB, and CDPG began
intensive monitoring of rice pesticides in the Sacramento Valley. These studies included
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Seasonal peaJ¢ levels of two herbicides over the past 15 years are shown in Figure 3-1. Water
and weed management systems have changed greatly during this period. Resulting; levels
of molinate and thiobencarb in the Sacramento River have been below limits established to
protect water quality and public health and have genera]lT declined throughout the
monitored period (1982 to 1995). Levals o~ thiobencarb have been below the secondary
public health level (taste) since 1986.

Peal< levels in the Colusa Basin Drain have a!so declined (~o less than I0 percent of pre-1985           ..
levels). This water is virtually all return flow, mostly from rice fields. Relevant RWQCB
go,is in this drain are for the protection of Rsh.

Since 1982, the molinate concentrations in th~ Colusa ~asin’Drain at Higl~way 20 have

decreased from a peak of 357 ~tg/L in 1981 to 25 ~tg/L in 1995 (Figure 3-1). This has resulted
in the reduction of molinate concentrations at the City of Sacramento’s water intake from a
high of 16 ttg/L in 1982 to 0.16 t~g/L in 1995, a decrease in concentration of approximately
99 percent (UC Coop. Ext., 1991, DPR, 1995). Drought during the early 1990s resulted it[ low
~lows, increasing concentrations of herbiddes (Figure 3-1). No Ordram has been detected in
the City’s drinking water (Cal F_PA, 1992). Molinate goals were met between 1986 and 1989,
and in 1991.

Molinate goals were exceeded in 1990 as a resu/t of sigz%[Ecant reductions in performance
goals (from 90 ~tg/L in 1989 to 30 ~tg/L in 1990) and drought-related low flows in the
drains and rivers.

Thiobencarb goals were met between 1983 and 1991; however, peak levels were above the
performance goa!s between 1992 and 1995. Performance goals have become signi~cantly
more stringent, from 24~ ~tg/L in 1989 to 1.5 ~tg/L in 1991. Thiobencarb concentrations at the
City of Sacramento’s water intake boom 1982 to 1995 have also dec!ined. From peak concen-
trations of 3 ~ in the concentration of thiobencarb at the ini-,d<e lessto ~tg/L 1985, City’s was

than 1.0 ~tg/L from 1986 to 1995.

The water-holding requirements in the Sacramento Valley in 1995 were adequate to meet
performance goals during 1995 and will not be adjusted in 1996. (DPI% 1995).

In lab tests associated with monitoring of rice field drainwater by the CDFG Pesticide
Investigations Unit, pesticide levels in the Colusa Basin Drain have not been shown to be
toxic. Evidence and experimental data suggest that declines in th& striped bass populations
in the San Francisco Bay-Delta Estuary since the rrdd-1970s are probably not a result of rice
pestidde use in the, Sa ..c~-~u:nento Valley (Finiayson, pets. comm., 1992).

Conclusions
The Cali~ornia-rice4~dustt, y corvl~ues .to ~z~vest in crop, lar~,-ancl ~¢ater. management
practices that result in reliably hig/~ water qua!ity. Their sensitive location in California’s
water supply network has obliged rice growers to.take a proactive approach to water
quality. The results ~demons~R-ate to other irrigators and industries the potential value of this
approach.
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The significant rec~uction in pestidde inputs into the Sacramento River is, "...one of the most
success~1 water pollution control programs in the United States. It has taken concerted
effort by numerous state and local agencies and creative implementation by the rice
industry to make this happeN" (WiIliam Crooks, RWQCB’s Executive Officer)

The following sections present the justification for ratings of the rice industry’s performm~ce
relative to the environmental value of water quality.

Overall performance of rice relative to water quality values is good. This positi~re
performance is primariIy due to irrigation methods tMat control return flow (surface water
flow back to .ri.’vers) and limit subs..urface drain. _g~_di.sch~ge, to.the.c.a.pabili~_.of rice_fields
to degrade pestiddes, to rice fields’ capability to retain plant nutri .ents, and to low sediment
delivery from rice fields. Altemative land uses influence water quality by land drainage,
nutrient and pesticide application, machinery spills, home maintenance, and municipal and
indush-~al water use.
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